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QUESTIONS  OF  THE  HOUR. 


“A  PECULIAR  PEOPLE.” 

Rev.  S.  J.  Crowe,  Warren,  0. 

Should  “professing  Christians”  of  the 
present  day  be  known  as  a “peculiar  peo- 
ple”? 

The  point  of  this  question  lies  in  the 
phrase,  “A  peculiar  people.”  What  does 
that  comprehend  ? It  is  a Biblical  expres- 
sion, occurring  several  times  in  the  Scrip- 
tures. The  word  giving  force  to  the  ex- 
pression is  “peculiar.”  What  does  it  mean  ? 
The  ordinary  meaning  is  that  of  some 
characteristic  quality  or  habit  that  at  once 
designates  its  possessors  from  other  like 
persons  or  things  and  individualizes  them. 
There  are  some  people  who  cannot  bear 
the  presence  of  a cat.  There  is  something 
peculiar  about  their  organization.  Some 
people  are  shocked,  as  with  a current  of 
electricity,  at  every  discharge  of  firearms.' 
They  are  peculiarly  organized.  Some  men 
shed  tears  when  they  become  angry.  They 
are  peculiar  in  this  respect.  Every  one 
has  a peculiar  step.  Familiarity  with  it 
enables  us  to  recognize  the  person  ap- 
proaching. When  we  shake  hands  we  dis- 
cover that  no  two  persons  shake  alike. 
Each  has  his  peculiar  method.  As  a new 
subject  is  presented,  each  one  gets  hold  of 
it  in  his  own  way  and  arrives  at  conclu- 
sions regarding  it  by  his  own  method. 
Men  thus  show  the  peculiarity  of  their 
minds  or  reasoning  powers.  These  ex- 
amples do  not  show  the  meaning  of  the 


word  in  the  interrogatory.  They  show 
its  common  or  ordinary  use,  while  we  seek 
its  Scriptural  signification.  It  comes  from 
peculium,  which  means  property  in  cattle. 

As  in  early  times  all  property  was  in 
cattle,  the  term  came  to  mean  property  in 
general,  and  especially  private  property. 
Hence  the  application  of  it  by  the  Romans 
to  the  savings  of  a slave — that  is,  one’s  own 
exclusive  property.  But  the  idea  of  prop- 
erty carried  with  it  the  idea  of  a posses- 
sor and  that,  in  turn,  of  the  way  he  ac- 
quired it.  Property  is  obtained  by  gift,  by 
purchase  and  by  heritage.  Men  become 
professing  Christians  through  the  gift  of 
the  Father,  the  purchase  of  the  Son  and 
the  heritage  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Chris- 
tians are  therefore  God’s  possession  ob- 
tained by  all  the  methods  by  which  prop- 
erty is  acquired.  They  are  therefore  a 
purchased  people. 

That  the  Scriptural  meaning  of  peculiar 
is  purchased,  let  us  inquire.  In  the  epistle 
of  Titus,  2d  chapter  and  14th  verse,  Paul 
uses  this  language:  “Who  gave  Himself 

for  us  that  He  might  redeem  us  from  all 
iniquity  and  purify  unto  Himself  a pecul- 
iar people,  zealous  of  good  works.”  By 
reference  to  Exodus  15 :16,  we  find  this 
language : “Fear  and  dread  shall  fall  upon 
them ; by  the  greatness  of  Thine  arm  shall 
they  be  still  as  a stone ; till  the  people  pass 
over,  0 Lord,  till  the  people  pass  over, 
which  Thou  hast  purchased.”  Elsewhere 
Israel  is  spoken  of  as  God’s  “peculiar 
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treasure,”  “a  special  people,”  “a  peculiar 
people,”  “a  holy  people,”  and  the  Revised 
Version  gives  this  utterance  of  Paul  in 
this  language : “Who  gave  Himself  for  us 
that  He  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity 
and  purify  unto  Himself  a people  for  His 
own  possession,  zealous  of  good  works.” 
The  passage  in  the  first  epistle  of  Peter 
2 :9,  “But  ye  are  a chosen  generation,  a 
royal  priesthood,  a holy  nation,  a peculiar 
people;  that  ye  should  show  forth  the 
praises  of  Him  Who  hath  called  you  out 
of  darkness  into  His  marvelous  light,”  is 
likewise  rendered  in  the  Revised  Version, 
“A  people  for  God’s  own  possession,”  the 
word  possession  carrying  with  it  the  idea 
of  purchase,  bought  with  a price;  Jesus 
Himself  being  the  purchaser,  Redeemer, 
buyer  back  to  right  relation  to  God  from 
the  bond  slavery  of  Satan.  Christ  has  pur- 
chased the  redemption  of  all  who  have  the 
right  to  the  name  Christian,  and  has  de- 
livered them  from  the  bondage  of  sin  and 
the  penalty  of  eternal  death.  All  this  is 
conferred  upon  the  Christian  on  the  sole 
condition  that  his  faith  works  by  love  and 
purifies  his  heart,  and  that  a loyal  obedi- 
ence will  be  willingly  rendered  as  an  evi- 
dence of  gratitude  and  love.  This  makes 
him  peculiar  in  comparison  with  all  those 
who  “stumble  at  the  word,  being  disobedi- 
ent.” 

There  is  special  need  for  this  lesson  in 
the  present  day,  when  professing  Chris- 
tians presume  to  violate  the  law  of  God 
because  it  suits  their  convenience  and 
thereby  open  the  way  for  the  vicious  and 
the  bad  to  do  the  same  in  a way  that  suits 
them.  The  floodgates  of  iniquity  are  thus 
opened  and  sin  rolls  in  as  a flood.  Too 
many  professing  Christians  are  not  pecu- 
liar because  they  have  their  spiritual  vision 
blinded  by  commercialism  and  our  modern 
Sabbath-breaking  methods  in  the  use  of 
Sunday  trains  and  Sunday  trolleys  and 
Sunday  telephones  and  Sunday  tele- 


graphs and  Sunday  concerts  and  Sunday 
newspapers  and  Sunday  post  offices  and 
Sunday  amusements  and  Sunday  excur- 
sions. until  they  are  found  wallowing  in 
the  mire  of  their  own  self-will  and  de- 
graded to  the  low  level  of  an  unholy  and 
sinful  alliance  with  a Sabbatli-breaking 
world.  Has  not  the  time  come  to  call  a 
halt  in  the  face  of  the  Pan-American  Ex- 
position and  let  the  Church  do  its  duty 
by  its  glorious  Head  and  King?  Let  men 
call  us  narrow  and  bigoted  and  peculiar,  if 
they  will,  but  let  us  stand  by  the  law  of 
God  and  make  it  a light  to  our  feet  and  a 
lamp  unto  our  paths.  In  this  great  crisis 
the  “purchased  possession”  is  bound  to 
help  the  world  remember  the  Sabbath  day 
to  keep  it  holy.  Its  mission  is  not  sim- 
ply conservative  but  aggressive.  It  must 
stand  faithful  when  all  others  prove  false. 
It  never  stands  for  compromise,  but  al- 
ways for  what  ought  to  be.  It  is  an  eternal 
agitator  and  never  acquiesces  in  the  sin- 
ful conditions  of  the  present  as  long  as 
there  is  a wrong  to  right  and  a suffering 
soul  to  save.  Time-serving  politicians 
ma}r  wickedly  labor  to  conserve  what  is, 
but  the  purchased  possession  of  God  has  a 
different  mission.  No  human  laws  or  cus- 
toms of  society  or  public  opinion,  however 
widespread,  can  ever  nullify  that  eternal 
“ought  to  be.”  The  purchased  possession 
ought  not  to  do  as  Aaron  did  when  he 
made  the  golden  calf.  Instead  of  standing 
as  a man  in  his  high  and  peculiar  position 
ought  to  have  stood,  without  reference  to 
public  sentiment,  lie  simply  succumbed  to 
the  low  public  sentiment  of  the  hour  and 
laid  the  blame  upon  the  people.  “I  am  not 
to  blame;  the  people  are  set  on  mischief. 
I just  took  their  gold  and  put  it  into  the 
fire,  and  there  came  out  this  calf.”  The  re- 
deemed of  the  Lord  who  have  been  bought 
with  the  precious  blood  of  Christ  have 
not  the  right  to  make  golden  calves  be- 
cause public  opinion  decides  to  have  them 
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do  so.  It  is  an  inconsistency  at  which  the 
world  will  justly  laugh  for  professing 
Christians  to  complain  of  Sabbath-break- 
ing railroads  while  they  patronize  Sun- 
day trains,  or  condemn  Sunday  news- 
papers, while  multitudes  of  their  members 
spend  Sabbath  morning  reading  them.  In 
fact,  it  all  comes  to  this,  that  Christians 
must  stand  by  their  principles,  or  else  hold 
their  peace.  The  great  weakness  of  the 
Church  in  all  moral  reforms  is  her  partial 
complicity  with  the  wrong.  In  her  imme- 
diate and  appalling  responsibility  all  her 
danger  is  in  silence  and  inaction  and  com- 
promise. 

1 am  not  an  alarmist,  but  I want  to  ask 
what  means  this  widespread  degeneracy  in 
Sabbath  observance  in  the  beginning  of 
the  twentieth  century  that  the  Church 
seems  incapable  of  arresting?  All  sorts 
of  direful  evils  are  on  the  increase  and 
are  using  the  Sabbath  to  advance  their 
nefarious  purposes.  Now  what  is  the  mat- 
ter with  the  Church  to  make  her  stand  im- 
potent in  the  face  of  these  corrupting  and 
destroying  forces  ? Behold  the  Lord’s 
hand  is  not  shortened  that  it  cannot  save ; 
neither  His  ear  heavy  that  He  cannot 
hear ; but  our  iniquities  have  separated  be- 
tween us  and  our  God,  and  our  sins  have 
hid  His  face  from  us  that  He  will  not 
hear.  For  our  hands  are  defiled  with  the 
blood  of  seven-day  toil  and  the  blood  of 
the  murderous  saloon,  and  our  fingers  are 
defiled  with  seven-day  commercialism  and 
seven-day  dissipation,  and  our  lips  have 
spoken  lies  and  our  tongues  have  uttered 
perverseness  by  saying  that  this  gigantic 


flood  of  iniquity  is  a necessity  of  our  mod- 
ern civilization,  whereas  it  is  one  gigantic 
fraud  so  colossal  in  its  magnitude  as  to 
blind  and  bewilder  and  hypnotize  the 
Church  until  her  testimony  is  practically 
silenced.  To  such  an  extent  has  this  de- 
cline gone  that  a large  percentage  of  the 
pulpits  is  muzzled,  or  else  in  agony  of 
spirit  is  crying  out,  “Who  hath  believed 
our  report  and  to  whom  is  the  arm  of  the 
Lord  revealed?”  The  Church  of  God  has 
lost  control  of  the  Sabbath  by  allowing  her 
membership  to  use  it  in  such  a way  as  to 
promote  selfishness  and  worldly  gain,  and 
by  permitting  this  irreverence  and  selfish- 
ness to  go  on  unrebuked  it  has  established 
a fruitful  parentage  for  every  other  sin. 
Fashioned  after  the  Laodicean  mould  by 
the  unholy  demands  of  modern  civiliza- 
tion many  of  its  members  have  become 
“great  and  waxen  rich.  They  are  waxen 
fat, they  shine;  yea, they  overpass  the  deeds 
of  the  wicked;  they  judge  not  the  cause 
of  the  fatherless,  yet  they  prosper.  They 
say,  We  are  rich  and  increased  with  goods 
and  have  need  of  nothing;  and  know  not 
that  they  are  wretched  and  miserable  and 
poor  and  blind  and  naked.”  All  this  needs 
to  be  changed  for  the  work  of  sanctifica- 
tion and  advance  in  the  divine  life,  with- 
out which  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord. 
“Verily  My  Sabbaths  ye  shall  keep,  for  I 
am  the  Lord  that  doth  sanctify  you.”  If 
there  is  no  Sabbath-keeping  there  is  no 
sanctification,  and  if  there  is  no  sanctifica- 
tion there  is  no  faith  that  works  by  love 
and  purifies  the  heart,  and  “without  faith; 
it  is  impossible  to  please  God.” 


In  connection  with  the  foregoing  article,  read  what  the  eminent  Dr.  Cuyler,  of 
Brooklyn,  has  recently  contributed  to  an  Exchange  on  “Saving  the  Sabbath.” 


The  two  pillars  on  which  Christianity 
rests  are  God’s  Book  and  God's  Day.  The 
Bible  and  the  Sabbath  are  the  supports  of 
our  religion,  and  in  these  times  there  is  a 
constant  attempt  to  undermine  them  both. 


The  Word  of  God  is  undermined  when  it 
is  lowered  from  its  supreme  authority  as 
an  infallible  Divine  revelation  to  merely  a 
beautiful  and  valuable  sacred  literature, 
divested  of  the  supernatural.  The  Sab- 
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bath  is  lowered  when  it  is  not  regarded  as 
God’s  own  day  for  God’s  worship  and  the 
spiritual  profit  of  immortal  beings,  but 
merely  a day  for  bodily  rest  and  recrea- 
tion and  every  sort  of  secular  amusement. 

The  solid  basis  on  which  to  plant  the 
authority  of  the  Sabbath  is  that  God  owns 
it,  and  to  steal  it  is  robbery  of  Jehovah; 
it  was  “made  for  man,”  but  for  man’s 
immortal  nature  as  well  as  for  rest  to  his 
toiling  body.  No  one  will  dispute  that 
Christianity  cannot  exist  without  the  wor- 
ship of  God,  and  that  worship  cannot  be 
maintained  without  the  Sabbath. 

A new  idea  of  the  Sabbath  is  coming 
in — and  its  worst  feature  is  that  God  is 
put  out  of  His  own  day.  And  this  new 
style  of  Sabbath  is  becoming  fearfully 
prevalent.  One  of  its  fruits  is  the  almost 
omnipresent  Sunday  newspaper.  Our 
cities  on  the  Lord’s  day  morning  are  sown 
“knee  deep”  with  them,  and  they  are  car- 
ried, by  the  ton,  on  special  trains,  all  over 
the  country  ! Many  of  these  huge  journals 
are  a mass  of  hideous  cuts  and  criminal  in- 
telligence and  mental  garbage  of  every  de- 
scription. Even  the  best  and  most  repu- 
table of  them  carry  the  week  into  the  Sab- 
bath, and  load  their  readers  with  business, 
politics,  sporting  news  and  no  little  friv- 
olous comicalities.  They  secularize  God’s 
one  day  for  preparing  for  eternity.  They 
break  down  reverence  for  divine  law  and 
thus  for  all  law.  They  pre-occupy  the 
minds  of  millions  on  every  Sabbath  morn- 
ing and  keep  multitudes  from  the  sanc- 
tuary and  the  gospel  of  salvation.  What 
right  has  any  conscientious  Christian  to 
buy  them  or  patronize  them  in  any  way  ? 

A second  growing  method  of  Sabbath 
desecration  is  from  the  abuse  of  that  ad- 
mirable invention,  the  bicycle.  The  devil 
seems  to  get  hold  of  about  every  good 
thing — of  the  press,  of  music  and  of  the 
marriage  relation — and  now  he  is  captur- 
ing the  bicycle.  When  on  a fine  Sabbath 


morning  I see  an  army  of  young  people — - 
older  ones,  too — all  heading  away  from 
the  house  of  God  toward  the  parks  or  the 
sea  shore,  methinks  I see  the  Prince  of 
Darkness  leading  the  procession,  and  one 
of  his  imps  mounted  behind  on  every 
wheel ! Bodily  pleasure  is  purchased  at 
the  cost  of  the  soul.  Unless  this  style  of 
Sabbath-desecration  is  checked,  we  shall 
have  a generation  of  church  neglecters  and 
imitators  of  the  frivolities  that  make  a 
Parisian  Sunday. 

Some  Christian  young  men  are  striving 
to  check  this  flagrant  evil  by  forming 
bicycle  clubs  which  forbid  “Sunday  spins” 
or  any  profanations  of  sacred  time.  This 
effort  ought  to  be  encouraged.  It  is  the 
use  of  the  bicycle  during  hours  of  worship, 
and  to  carry  their  riders  away  from  all 
the  blessings  of  the  gospel,  that  I am  espe- 
cially deprecating,  and  it  is  right  against 
that  abuse  of  the  bicycle  that  the  friends 
of  God’s  Sabbath  must  direct  their  efforts 
and  dissuasive  powers.  The  loss  of  the 
Sabbath  is  apt  to  be  the  loss  of  the  soul! 

That  there  is  a steady  and  sad  falling 
off  of  attendance  upon  church — both  in 
town  and  country — is  incontestably  proved 
by  accurate  statistics.  Dr.  Josiah  Strong 
has  collected  a mass  of  careful  statistics 
which  establish  this  painful  fact  beyond 
dispute.  One  great  cause  is  the  new  and 
secularized  Sabbath.  Shutting  God  out  of 
His  own  day  means  shutting  His  creatures 
out  of  the  sanctuary.  Lowering  the  Sab- 
bath means  emptying  the  churches. 

A very  able  and  devoted  minister  of  a 
rural  parish  in  Massachusetts  informs  me 
that  with  all  the  best  preaching  he  can 
do,  and  the  best  pastoral  work  he  can  per- 
form, “the  majority  even  of  the  reputable 
class  will  not  come  to  church.  They  pre- 
fer to  lounge  away  the  time  over  the  Sun- 
day newspaper  or  to  go  visiting,  or  to  do 
something  which  they  cannot  well  attend 
to  on  the  six  working  days.  The  children, 
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as  soon  as  they  get  old  enough  to  quit  the 
Sabbath  school,  join  their  elders  in  re- 
maining away  from  church.  Even  pro- 
fessing Christians  are  too  easily  led  into 
this  secularizing  of  the  Sabbath — begin- 
ning very  often  with  family  visiting/’ 
The  writer  informs  me  that  what  is  true 
of  his  parish  is  sadly  true  of  many  other 
rural  districts  in  New  England. 

Such  a testimony  as  this  from  such  a 
man  is  a danger  signal  of  solemn  import. 
If  God’s  day  loses  its  hold  on  our  American 
people,  then  God’s  worship  declines,  Chris- 
tianity declines  and  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  is  threatened  with  “heart  failure”  ! 
The  Puritan  character  was  moulded  and 
vertebrated  by  the  Puritan  Sabbath.  In 
spite  of  some  needless  austerities  it  was  a 
golden  day.  It  put  a stout  hem  around 
the  whole  week  to  keep  it  from  ravelling 
out  into  frivolous  thinking  and  godless 


living.  It  sweetened  the  home ; it  brought 
God  very  near  to  His  people ; it  kept  eter- 
nity in  sight,  and  it  opened  the  gates  of 
heaven  to  multitudes  of  souls. 

Fellow-Christians,  we  must  all  make  a 
stand  to  save  the  Sabbath!  The  salva- 
tion of  Christ’s  Church  and  of  a Bible  con- 
science among  the  people — yes,  and  the 
perpetuity  of  our  Republic,  depends  on 
saving  God’s  day.  A Sabbath-desecrating, 
God-defying  nation  cannot  have  a whole- 
some and  enduring  life.  Have  professed 
Christians  no  responsibility  for  this  de- 
plorable secularizing  of  God’s  holy  day? 
Do  our  pulpits  speak  out  often  enough 
and  plainly  enough  ? Do  all  church-mem- 
bers keep  the  Sabbath  as  sacred  and  as 
sweet  as  they  ought  to  do  ? Christ’s 
Church  never  can  be  saved  or  save  the 
world  around  it,  unless  it  determines 
with  God’s  help  to  save  His  Sabbath. 


I he  Board  of  Managers  of  the  American  Sabbath  Union  met,  Thursday,  May  9th, 
at  the  headquarters,  No.  203  Broadway,  New  York,  and  passed  the  following 
resolutions  : 


Whereas  the  directors  of  the  Pan- 
American  Exposition  have  disregarded 
the  request  of  2,000,000  of  individual 
petitioners  representing  a constituency  of 
22,000,000  of  ecclesiastical,  civic,  hu- 
manitarian and  labor  organizations, 
which  comprise  a large  proportion  of  the 
intelligence,  moral  character,  religious 
conviction  and  substantial  citizenship  of 
the  State  of  New  York  and  the  country 
at  large,  by  deciding  to  throw  open  the 
gates  of  the  Exposition  on  Sabbath  after- 
noons and  evenings  ; therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  American  Sabbath 
Union  does  hereby  enter  its  solemn  and 
emphatic  protest  against  the  decision  of 
the  directors  to  open  the  gates  of  said 
Exposition  on  Sabbath  afternoons  and 
evenings. 

We  protest  against  such  action  : 

First — Because  Sunday  opening  entails  • 


an  immense  amount  of  labor  upon  em- 
ployes, exhibitors,  persons  connected 
with  transportation  and  other  classes  too 
numerous  to  mention,  and  thus  bears 
with  great  injustice  on  the  working 
people  of  Buffalo  and  the  surrounding 
country. 

Secondly — Because  it  tends  to  break 
down  the  distinctive  American  Sabbath, 
which  has  been  recognized  by  the  most 
enlightened  publicists  of  this  country  and 
of  Europe  as  one  of  our  fundamental  and 
characteristic  institutions,  and  the  surest 
safeguard  of  education,  of  religion,  and 
of  social,  political  and  industrial  freedom. 

Thirdly — We  protest  against  the  affront 
offered  to  the  religious  convictions  of  a 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  Empire 
State  by  this  decision,  and  we  affirm  our 
belief  that  multitudes  of  our  substantial 
people  will  be  unable  to  give  the  sanction 
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of  their  presence  on  any  day  at  an 
Exposition  whose  directors  have  so 
antagonized  their  moral  and  religious 
convictions. 

Resolved,  That  we  call  upon  all 
ministers  of  the  Gospel  in  the  State  of 
INew  York  and  throughout  the  country  to 
preach  on  this  subject,  and.  if  possible, 
before  the  formal  opening  of  the  Exposi- 
tion, which  is  set  for  the  20th  day  of 


May  ; that  we  exhort  all  Christian  people 
to  increased  loyalty  to  the  Christian 
Sabbath  as  a day  of  rest  and  worship, 
urging  them  to  show  their  just  indigna- 
tion in  view  of  the  Sunday  opening  of  the 
Pan-American  Exposition  by  all  manner 
of  public  and  private  protest,  and  that 
all  religious  and  humanitarian  organiza- 
tions and  labor  unions  be  invited  to  co- 
operate in  this  protest. 


One  hundred  years  ago  there  was  not  a single  medical  missionary  or  a Chris- 
iian  hospital  in  a foreign  field.  The  record  now  reads  something  like  this:  702 

missionary  physicians  are  carrying  healing  and  relief  to  thousands  who  would 
otherwise  be  abandoned  to  the  misery  of  a living  death,  for  the  non-Christian  re- 
ligions, whatever  else  may  be  their  supposed  excellences,  have  cultivated  in  the  great 
mass  of  their  followers  no  grace  which  corresponds  to  Christian  mercy  and  tender- 
ness. In  63  medical  schools  589  native  students  are  being  trained  for  service  as  phy- 
sicians and  nurses.  The  355  hospitals  and  753  dispensaries,  which  are  like  oases 
in  the  desert  of  heathen  indifference  to  human  pain,  are  havens  of  life  and  strength 
io  the  more  than  2,500,000  persons  who  annually  receive  treatment  in  them.  The 
hospitals  alone  shelter  in-patients  to  the  number  of  93,795,  while  in  the  course  of 
the  year  not  less  than  6,647,840  treatments  are  given. — Missionary  Review  of  the 
World.  ___ 

Says  Hr.  George  Smith : “Stated  broadly,  the  Churches  of  the  Reformation  at 
the  close  of  the  nineteenth  century  spend  annually  from  £3,000,000  to  £3,250,000 
in  sending  missionaries  and  Bibles  to  non-Christians,  as  against  £10,000  at  its  begin- 
ning. They  send  out  above  6,500  men,  two-thirds  of  whom  are  married,  and  4,000 
nnmarried  women,  against  150  men  only  a hundred  years  ago.  Then  there  was 
not  one  convert  from  the  dark  races  ordained  to  preach  to  his  countrymen  the  un- 
searchable riches  of  Christ ; now  there  are  upward  of  4,000.  Then  there  were  hardly 
100  native  Christian  workers;  now  there  is  an  army  of  68,000.  Then  there  were 
nbout  7,000  native  communicants;  now  there  are  nearly  1,500,000,  of  almost  every 
tribe  and  kindred  and  tongue  all  around  the  globe.” 


It  has  been  calculated  that  during  the  past  century  about  1,300,000  heathen 
Slave  become  Christian  communicants,  whilst  another  3,000,000  have  been  so  far  in- 
fluenced as  to  become  “adherents”  of  the  missions.  Every  year  now  at  least  100,- 
000  converts  are  added  to  the  Church  in  heathen  lands. — Irish  Herald. 


All  church-goers  may  profitably  pray  this  prayer,  offered  by  a South  Sea 
Islander  just  as  the  meeting  was  breaking  up:  “O  God,  we  are  about  to  go  to  our 
respective  homes.  Let  not  the  words  we  have  heard  be  like  the  fine  clothes  we  wear, 
soon  to  be  taken  off  and  folded  up  in  a box  till  another  Sabbath  comes  round.  Rather 
Jet  Thy  truth  be  like  the  tattoo  on  our  bodies,  ineffaceable  till  death.” 
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ABROAD. 

Latakia,  Syria. — A private  letter  from 
Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar,  dated  April  8, 
contains  an  item  of  special  interest  : 

The  schools  had  a week  of  vacation 
at  the  first  of  this  month,  and  are  now 
gathered  again.  It  is  likely  you  have 
already  heard  that  Asad  Daghir,  our 
teacher  who  went  to  the  Russian  school, 
has  left  it,  and  desires  to  return  to  us. 
His  little  girls  and  Salem  Haddad’s,  also, 
have  come  back  to  our  school,  and,  what- 
ever the  parents  may  do,  we  are  glad  to 
have  the  children  again  under  our  care 
and  influence.  The  summer  is  coming  on 
and  we  are  having  warm  and  sultry 
weather  already. 

S uadi  A,  Syria. — A letter  from  Rev.  J. 
Boggs  Dodds,  dated  April  10,  begins  with 
the  following  sentence : “To  write  thirty 
or  more  letters  and  then  to  find  that  it  is 
most  probable  that  the  wrong  stamps  used 
will  delay  them  somewhere  is  certainly 
very  conducive  to  the  culture  of  patience.” 
His  friends  will  receive  letters  with  great- 
er regularity  when  he  has  learned  how 
to  use  the  new  issue  of  Government 
stamps. 

An  item  or  two  from  this  letter  will  be 
read  with  interest : 

Owing  to  a great  lack  of  rain  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  winter  and  so  far 
into  the  spring, the  price  of  wheat  has  risen 
to  two  and  a half  times  the  usual  price. 
But  during  the  past  three  days  a heavy 
rain  has  fallen  over  a wide  area,  thus  in- 
suring an  abundant  yield  over  a very  wide 
scope  of  country,  and  prices  of  wheat  have 
fallen  again  to  normal.  I had  begun  to 
think  of  buying  wheat  as  against  the 
scarcity  and  high  prices,  but  I am  told  that 


here  in  Suadia  the  weevils  are  so  preva- 
lent that  they  destroy  wheat  that  is  stored 
away  for  more  than  a year — in  fact,  wheat 
grown  here  must  be  used  at  once  or  the 
weevils  destroy  it.  Now  the  prospects  are 
fine  for  a good  harvest  and  low  prices. 

The  heavy  rain  flooded  the  mountain 
streams  very  suddenly.  Aresterday  the 
creek  in  front  of  the  girls’  school  build- 
ing was  very  high,  and  old  and  young  were 
out  looking  at  the  flood  and  fishing  for 
driftwood  as  it  came  floating  by.  About 
2 P.  M.,  when  the  woman’s  meeting  was 
in  session,  we  heard  a great  cry  near  by. 
Thinking  possibly  some  one  had  fallen 
into  the  water,  I sent  our  doorkeeper  to 
see  what  was  the  trouble.  As  he  ran  past 
the  door  of  the  meeting  room  the  women 
all  stamped  and  ran  out  to  see  what  the 
trouble  might  be.  In  a minute  or  two  the 
man  and  others  came  back  saying  that 
Mesrie’s  boy  had  tumbled  into  the  creek 
but  had  been  rescued.  Mesrie  is  the 
woman  who  has  borne  many  a taunt  and 
jeer  because  she  has  persisted  these  several 
years  in  learning  to  read  the  gospel.  I am 
glad  she  learned  and  hope  that  it  may  be 
the  saving  of  her  soul  and  a blessing  to 
her  children — the  little  six-year-old  boy 
who  fell  into  the  water  and  a little  girl 
younger. 

That  is  a fine  article  of  Dr.  Capen’s  in 
the  March  number  of  the  Olive  Trees. 
On  page  69,  lower  right  hand  corner,  he 
shows  the  liberality  of  mission’s  church ' 
member  as  compared  with  the  gifts  of  the 
people  at  home.  Now,  if  we  count  all  our 
communicants,  including  missionaries,  the 
native  church  here  has  given,  on  the  basis 
of  Dr.  Capen,  $1.50  as  a laborer’s  daily 
wage,  the  equivalent  of  $25.50  per  mem- 
ber. Note  this  fact  also,  that  this  does 
not  include  the  much  larger  contributions 
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of  the  missionaries,  for  we  give  in  the 
regular  collections  only  such  an  amount 
as  is  on  the  average  equal  to  the  contribu- 
tions of  the  natives  from  day  to  day. 

What  I want  to  emphasize  is  that  the 
home  Church  may  profit  by  this  example, 
and  by  simply  coming  up  to  the  average 
of  this  little  congregation  in  heathenism 
and  in  poverty,  the  annual  contributions 
for  all  purposes  will  bound  upward  one- 
half  more  than  last  year’s  receipts. 

Several  of  the  Antioch  brethren  are  in 
the  notion  of  going  to  America.  I fear, 
however,  that  they  will  drift  away  from 
our  Church.  Even  though  they  do,  I am 
glad  to  have  a part  in  teaching  them  a 
better  way  of  life,  although  they  may  not, 
in  the  estimate  of  many  good  people,  walk 
in  the  best  way. 

Mersina,  Asia  Minor. — Under  date  of 
April  10,  Rev.  R.  J.  Dodds  sends  us  some 
interesting  items : 

Miss  Sterrett  and  Miss  McNaughton 
visited  Adana  this  week  and  Tarsus  the 
week  before.  These  are  the  only  times 
they  have  been  out  of  school  since  No- 
vember. We  have  a meeting  for  prayer 
together  every  Tuesday  evening.  This  is 
about  the  only  opportunity  that  even  we 
have  of  seeing  them. 

Last  Sabbath,  April  7th,  I held  a com- 
munion in  Adana.  I received  a young 
man  who  was  well  trained  in  the  Scrip- 
tures in  Antioch,  having  been  brought  up 
in  a Bible  class  of  the  late  Mrs.  Martin’s. 

I also  baptized  his  infant  daughter. 
¥ ¥ 

We  have  a convert  in  Adana  who  has  a 
history  that  may  seem  a bit  strange  to 
you.  He  was  the  only  son  of  a rich  man 
in  a village  near  Diarbeker,  and  was  en- 
gaged to  be  married  when  he  was  a babe 
in  his  mother’s  arms.  He  was  married 
when  seven  years  old,  his  wife  being  sev- 
eral years  older.  She  used  to  carry  him 


on  her  shoulder  and  care  for  and  amuse 
him  as  any  dutiful  wife  would  do  for  so 
young  a husband,  even,  he  says,  whipping 
him  occasionally  when  he  was  bad.  He 
and  his  wife  grew  to  love  each  other  de- 
votedly. In  the  time  of  the  Armenian 
massacre,  although  not  Armenians,  his 
father,  mother,  sister  and  wife  were  all 
killed  and  their  property  confiscated. 
With  difficulty  he  saved  his  life  by  flight. 
He  has  no  child,  but  would  have  had  had 
his  wife  lived  about  a month  longer.  Such 
is  his  zeal  in  religion  that,  since  his  con- 
version a year  ago,  he  has  learned  to  read 
the  Bible,  and  delights  in  poring  over  it 
and  the  Psalter.  There  is  another  young 
man,  Murad,  who  in  the  same  time  has 
learned  to  read,  and  reads  the  Bible  con- 
tinually. He  has  not  yet  come  to  the  point 
of  making  a profession  of  faith,  but  I have 
hopes  that  he  is  converted  and  will  con- 
fess Christ  publicly  by  and  by. 

I think  I may  say  the  brethren  in  Adana 
show  the  best  spirit  so  far  that  I have  seen 
in  any  mission  congregation.  I trust  they 
may  be  kept  by  Divine  grace.  At  present 
their  lives  are  a powerful  testimony  to 
the  gospel.  Twelve  persons  communed  in 
Adana,  including  myself  and  the  evan- 
gelist and  his  wife  and  sister-in-law  from 
Auba.  They  came  carrying  their  children. 
A fellah  who  is  married  to  Suleyman’s 
sister  also  came  to  see  the  communion  or 
to  hear  the  gospel,  I do  not  know  exactly 
which.  I had  to  keep  back  Suleyman’s 
brother,  as  at  the  previous  communion,  for 
neglecting  to  provide  for  his  family.  In 
money  matters  the  brothers  are  antipodes. 
The  one  is  a generous  soul  who  does  every- 
thing he  possibly  can  in  the  way  of  provid- 
ing for  his  family  and  giving  to  the 
Church ; the  other  is  so  stingy  that  he  will 
not  even  clothe  himself. 

In  Tarsus  the  teacher  was  arrested  the 
other  day  and  threatened.  So  the  school 
question  is  opened  up  there  again.  Our 
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consular  agent  has  taken  hold  of  it  with 
great  vigor.  What  the  outcome  will  be  re- 
mains to  be  seen. 

Yesterday  a Menonite  missionary  drop- 
ped in  on  me  in  the  morning,  just  arrived 
from  Canada.  He  did  not  know  how  to 
engineer  himself  through  the  custom 
house  and  solicited  my  aid.  I went  with 
him  and  got  him  through.  The  officials 
were  disposed  to  be  nasty.  I spent  about 
an  hour  in  the  business  and  Gebra  Lut- 
toof  several  hours.  The  time  I spent  left 
me  nervous  and  unfit  for  doing  anything 
the  rest  of  the  day  except  a few  odd  jobs. 

Cyprus. — Writing  from  Nicosia,  April 
6,  Kev.  Henry  Easson  sends  the  following 
items : 

Dr.  Moore  came  up  yesterday  and  we 
held  our  examination  of  applicants  last 
night.  Five  were  received  into  the  fellow- 
ship of  the  Church.  Three  of  them  had 
been  members  of  mission  churches  in  Tur- 
key and  the  other  two  joined  on  profes- 
sion of  faith.  The  pastor  here  speaks 
highly  of  them  all. 

There  was  another  man  who  had  spoken 
of  making  application,  but  he  is  on  the 
Administration  Council  of  the  Gregorian 
Church.  He  is  not  a Gregorian,  but,  as 
he  is  an  influential  man  and  able  to  help 
them,  they  elected  him  as  a member.  Some 
say  that,  being  a Protestant,  he  has  no 
right  to  be  on  their  council,  and  are  trying 
to  put  him  out.  And  he  only  remains  in 
that  position  in  the  hope  of  getting  what 
money  he  has  in  the  church  property  be- 
fore leaving.  Though  he  has  been  in 
Nicosia  for  eighteen  or  twenty  years,  he 
has  never  communed  in  the  Gregorian  or 
Armenian  Church.  He  agrees  with  us, 
however,  that  he  must  be  free  from  all  con- 
nection with  them  before  he  can  be  re- 
ceived into  our  communion. 

On  Sabbath  we  had  a very  pleasant  com- 
munion. Twelve  persons  sat  at  the  Table. 


That  very  day  the  chapel  at  Larnaca 
was  in  ashes. 


A letter  from  Dr.  W.  M.  Moore,  written 
the  following  Tuesday,  says  : 

On  last  Sabbath  morning  just  as  we 
were  getting  up  I received  a note  from 
Mrs.  Easson  saying  that  our  chapel  had 
burnt  to  the  ground  during  the  night.  I 
hurried  to  finish  dressing  and  went  to  the 
spot.  You  can  imagine  our  heartache  to 
see  the  beautiful  little  chapel  lying  a heap 
of  ruins.  Not  a timber  was  saved,  and 
the  bell,  which  had  cost  us  so  many  days’ 
hard  work  to  get  it  in  its  place,  was  only 
to  be  found  among  the  ashes  in  shapeless 
bits  of  melted  metal. 

From  all  we  have  been  able  to  learn,  the 
building  was  set  on  fire  about  11 :30  P.  M. 
Saturday,  April  6,  and  in  less  than  one 
hour  was  burned  to  the  ground. 

The  local  commandant  came  with  the 
police  force,  but  nothing  could  save  the 
building,  as  it  burned  like  a blast  furnace. 
Being  all  wood  inside,  finished  in  oil  and 
varnish,  the  fire  must  have  been  some- 
thing terrible. 

There  is  no  room  for  a single  doubt  that 
the  fire  was  the  work  of  an  incendiary. 
Every  one  here  admits  that  this  is  the 
case.  As  yet  we  have  no  clue  as  to  who  was 
the  perpetrator  of  such  a wicked  deed.  Of 
course,  we  can  plainly  see  that  a certain 
party  rejoice  at  our  misfortune.  Some 
have  been  bold  enough  to  laugh  and  taunt 
our  colporteur,  asking  if  we  would  build 
again,  and  if  we  would  build  of  stone  next 
time.  Others  have  asked  when  we  were 
going  to  leave,  and  when  told  that  we  in- 
tended to  stay,  they  said,  “But  what  will 
you  do  for  a church?”  We  held  service 
in  the  clinic  rooms  last  Sabbath,  and  we 
are  inviting  all  to  come  there  and  tell  them 
our  services  will  continue  as  usual. 

The  chief  of  the  police  is  an  English- 
man, and  he  will  do  all  in  his  power  to 
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catch  the  criminal,  which,  if  he  is  found, 
will  mean  fifteen  years  in  prison. 

There  is  a great  fuss  at  present  among 
the  Greek  orthodox,  and  some  believe  the 
building  was  burned  because  one  party 
think  we  favor  the  other.  But  I believe 
nothing  of  the  kind.  I believe  that  it  was 
instigated  by  a wicked  set  in  the  Greek 
church,  who  have  a great  hatred  of  our 
work,  and  because  they  cannot  control 
their  young  men  and  keep  them  away  have 
decided  to  drive  us  out.  This,  to  my  mind, 
is  an  evidence  that  we  are  making 
progress.  Many  of  the  best  class  are  very 
much  ashamed,  and  one  of  the  papers 
which  was  printed  to-day  referred  to  the 
burning  of  our  church  as  the  result  of 
ignorance  and  fanaticism,  as  an  act  of 
barbarous  vandalism. 

It  seems  a dark  providence,  and  is  very 
discouraging  to  us,  but  we  look  to  God  as 
our  protector.  One  of  our  members  when 
asked  what  we  thought  now,  said,  “We 
think  you  are  fighting  against  God  and 
that  you  will  get  the  worst  of  it.” 

1 called  on  the  commissioner  to-day  and 
asked  his  advice  about  reporting  the  case 
to  our  consul  at  Beirut.  He  said  that  it 
would  only  cause  a lot  of  useless  corre- 
spondence, and  he  promised  me  that  he 
would  do  all  possible  to  find  and  punish 
the  guilty  ones.  I fear  they  will  be  hard 
to  find. 

Mr.  Easson  is  away,  and  I had  just  re- 
turned home  from  Nicosia  the  night  be- 
fore the  fire.  I think  that  night  was 
chosen  under  the  impression  that  we  were 
all  away. 


As  intimated  in  Dr.  Moore’s  letter,  Mr. 
Easson  was  away,  and  his  letter  dated 
Nicosia,  April  8,  will  be  read  with  inter- 
est : 

My  heart  is  sore  and  I hardly  know  how 
to  begin  to  tell  you  the  news  that  reached 
me  to-day  from  Larnaca.  “Saturday 


night,”  writes  Mrs.  Easson,  “five  minutes 
to  twelve,  I was  aroused  from  sleep  by  a 
violent  pounding  on  the  front  door,  and 
leaped  out  of  bed  to  see  the  church  in  one 
flame  of  fire.  I was  so  glad  that  I was  at 
home  and  that  we  had  no  servant.  I went 
to  the  church  Saturday  afternoon  and 
brushed  it  up  and  arranged  it  for  the 
Sabbath  myself  and  brought  the  key  home 
and  put  it  on  the  table  in  the  front  hall, 
so  they  cannot  say,  ‘Perhaps  a servant 
was  sleeping  in  the  church  or  some  one 
was  smoking.’  I told  the  chief  of  police 
all  this,  and  told  him  that  the  matches  we 
had  in  the  church  were  safety  matches. 
The  judge  called  and  brought  the  sympa- 
thies of  himself  and  the  Governor,  and  the 
people  in  general  seem  to  be  indignant.” 

A Greek  friend  from  Nicosia,  who  came 
from  Larnaca  to-day,  called  to  see  me  to- 
night, and  said  that  the  leading  men  of  all 
classes  either  came  to  express  their  sym- 
pathies or  sent  them  by  others,  and  all 
say  that  the  person  or  persons  who  did  it 
ought  to  be  punished,  but  the  difficulty  is 
to  find  out  who  did  it. 

It  is  evident  that  the  adversary  Satan  is 
at  work,  and  has  made  these  people  be- 
lieve that  if  that  chapel  was  burned  down 
we  would  get  discouraged  and  leave  the 
island;  but  we  do  not  propose  to  do  any- 
thing of  the  kind,  and  I hope  the  lovers  of 
the  Lord  and  of  His  work  at  home  are  of 
the  same  mind.  We  should  say,  “You 
have  burned  down  our  frail  wooden  frame 
covered  with  iron,  and  now  we  will  build 
a larger  and  stronger  one  of  stone  and 
mortar.”  And  I am  ready  to  give  $100  as 
a foundation  for  the  new  building. 


The  next  day  Mr.  Easson  wrote  from 
Kyrenia  as  follows: 

I hope  you  will  not  weary  with  my  let- 
ters, but  I think  it  well  to  keep  you  posted 
with  regard  to  all  we  do  about  the  burning 
of  our  chapel.  I do  not  know  what  they 
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are  doing  in  Larnaca,  but  this  morning 
before  I left  Nicosia  I called  on  the  edi- 
tors of  the  three  Greek  papers  published 
there  and  told  them  that  we  and 
others  thought  it  was  maliciously  done. 
They  all  expressed  their  sorrow  that  such 
a thing  could  be  done  in  Cyprus,  and  each 
promised  to  write  an  editorial  in  condem- 
nation of  the  act. 

Then  I called  on  the  Chief  Secretary  of 
the  Government  of  Cyprus  and  talked  the 
matter  over  with  him,  in  order  to  get  an 
investigation  started.  He  asked  me  to  put 
my  request  in  writing,  and  he  and  others 
thought  if  a reward  was  offered  it  might 
help  the  police  to  find  the  offenders.  So 
I wrote  the  following : 

“The  Chief  Secretary  of  the  Government 
of  Cyprus. 

“Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that 
the  American  Mission  Church  at  Larnaca 
was  burnt  down  in  the  night  of  April  6. 

“As  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  this 
was  done  maliciously  by  some  person  or 
persons  unknown,  it  is  my  desire  to  offer  a 
reward  of,  say,  £25  by  public  notice,  to  any 
one  who  will  give  such  information  as 
might  lead  to  the  apprehension  and  con- 
viction of  the  perpetrators  or  instigators 
of  the  offense. 

“I  beg  to  ask  for  permission  for  this 
notice  to  be  promulgated  by  the  Govern- 
ment authorities. 

“Henry  Easson.” 

The  Chief  Secretary  promised  to  send 
the  request  immediately  to  the  command- 
er-in-chief of  the  island  police  and  have 
him  issue  the  necessary  orders  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  police  at  Larnaca. 

On  April  18  Mr.  Easson  wrote  from 
Larnaca  with  reference  to  his  visit  to 
Kyrenia : 

Thursday  night  (April  11)  there  was  a 
policeman  on  the  street,  and  most  of  the 
time  near  the  house  where  we  held  our 


services,  and  all  was  quiet.  There  were 
sixteen  persons  present.  As  Mr.  Deme trios 
and  I were  on  our  way  home  some  five  or 
six  large  boys  followed  us,  and  as  we  drew 
near  the  hotel  they  began  to  throw  sour 
oranges  at  us.  1 heard  them  fly  past  my 
head  and  hit  the  ground  on  both  sides  of 
me,  but  1 was  untouched.  Demetrios,. 
however,  was  not  so  fortunate,  for  one  hit 
him  on  the  back  just  before  we  entered  the 
hotel  door,  but  no  harm  was  done. 

In  the  morning  we  were  taking  a walk 
and  met  the  chief  of  police,  who  asked  if 
all  was  quiet  last  night,  and  we  told  him 
what  had  happened.  He  said  that  he  would 
see  that  it  did  not  happen  again,  and  also 
that  he  would  try  and  find  the  offenders. 
We  had  no  more  trouble.  On  Sabbath 
afternoon  there  were  thirty  present,  and 
in  the  evening  twenty-six. 

Dr.  Moore  came  Saturday  morning,  and 
in  the  afternoon  we  examined  the  candi- 
dates, and  two  were  admitted  to  the  fel- 
lowship of  the  Church.  There  are  others, 
too,  but  they  were  not  quite  ready.  One,  I 
think,  is  waiting  a little  to  see  if  he  can 
get  his  wife  to  join  with  him ; the  other 
has  among  his  stock  in  trade  wines  and 
other  liquors,  which  he  sells  mostly  by 
the  quantity,  and  he  could  not  see  that  it 
was  a very  great  sin.  He  was  willing  to 
promise  to  quit  selling  these  gradually  and 
have  his  shop  clear  of  them  in  six  months. 
We  thought  it  would  be  better  for  him  to 
wait  and  come  into  the  Church  clear  from 
the  liquor  stain. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Loizides,  one  of  those 
who  united  with  us,  locked  the  door  when 
he  was  out  at  the  service  on  Friday  even- 
ing and  would  not  let  him  in.  The  col- 
porteur gave  him  a bed  for  the  night.  The 
colporteur  said  that  he  had  never  seen  a 
man  exhibit  so  much  patience  and  gentle- 
ness as  Mr.  L.  did  that  night  and  the  next 
morning. 

We  had  a very  pleasant  communion.  In 
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the  afternoon  I baptized  Colporteur  Vam- 
vois’  little  daughter,  Efphrosene. 

On  Sabbath  afternoon  the  chief  of 
police  sent  me  word  that  he  had  found 
out  who  threw  the  sour  oranges  at  us,  and 
he  would  like  to  see  me.  I sent  him  word 
that  I would  see  him  in  the  morning.  On 
Monday  he  asked  if  I wished  to  have  the 
men  punished.  I advised  him  to  call  them 
before  him  and  show  them  to  what  punish- 
ment they  were  liable  and  then  tell  them 
that  he  had  offered  to  punish  them,  but 
that  Mr.  Easson  and  his  helper  had  asked 
him  to  warn  them  not  to  be  guilty  of  the 
same  misbehavior  again,  and  let  them  go. 

How  a word  about  the  church : The 

High  Commissioner,  when  he  heard  of  the 
burning  of  our  chapel  and  the  reward  I 
had  offered,  instructed  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  send  his  regrets  and  to  tell  me 
that  the  Government  would  add  another 
£25  to  my  offer.  At  my  request  they 
have  put  their  offer  first  and  mine  as  an 
additional  reward,  and  the  notice  is  being 
published  and  posted  by  the  Government. 
I hope  the  £50  will  be  a temptation  to  some 
one  who  is  able  to  give  the  desired  testi- 
mony. I think  the  Government  will  do 
all  it  can  to  find  and  punish  the  offender  or 
offenders. 

Many  friends  have  said,  “Don’t  delay 
the  rebuilding.  And  put  up  a stone 
church,  larger  and  more  secure  than  the 
last,  and  show  them  that  they  can’t  drive 
you  out.”  Others,  perhaps  expressing  the 
desire  of  those  who  did  the  deed  and  those 
who  instigated  them  to  do  it,  say,  “When 
are  you  going  to  leave?  You  have  no 
church  now.  What  can  you  do  without  a 
church  ?” 

I tell  them  that  the  ashes  of  our  little 
chapel  is  preaching  better  than  I can  at 
present.  All  of  their  Greek  newspapers 
are  preaching  by  their  condemnation  of 
the  act  as  barbarous  and  unchristian,  and 
thus  we  trust  many  will  be  led  to  study 


the  gospel  of  Christ  and  follow  its  teach- 
ings. 

Are  not  the  words  of  the  Lord  by  His 
prophet  applicable  to  us  now  as  a church 
and  people  ? Hag.  1 :8,“Go  up  to  the  moun- 
tain and  bring  wood  and  build  the  house ; 
and  I will  take  pleasure  in  it,  and  I will 
be  glorified,  saith  the  Lord.”  Also  2 :8-9, 
“The  silver  is  mine,  and  the  gold  is  mine, 
saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts.  The  glory  of  this 
latter  house  shall  be  greater  than  of  the 
former,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  and  in 
this  place  will  I give  peace,  saith  the  Lord 
of  Hosts.” 

Antioch,  Syria. — Although  I did  not 
remove  from  Latakia  to  Antioch  till  about 
Oct.  1,  1876,  I had  in  December,  1875, 
visited  Antioch  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
a house  for  a mission  school,  and  had  suc- 
ceeded in  renting  premises  about  the  28th 
of  that  month;  and  the  teachers  for  the 
school  arrived  in  Antioch  a few  days  there- 
after. 

On  the  3d  of  the  present  month,  our 
day  of  thanksgiving,  reference  was  made 
in  the  early  evening  meeting  to  the  fact 
that  we  had  reached  the  twenty-fifth  an- 
niversary of  the  beginning  of  this  (Re- 
formed Presbyterian)  Mission  in  Antioch. 

Brief  addresses  were  delivered  by  seven 
of  the  native  brethren,  following  remarks 
on  the  fellowship  meeting  text  of  the  day. 

In  these  addresses  thanksgiving  to  God 
was  expressed  for  missions,  and  for  this 
Mission;  gratitude  was  expressed  to  the 
churches  in  the  British  Isles  who  sent  the 
Mission  here;  the  history  of  Antioch  was 
briefly  surveyed,  and  the  state  of  Antioch 
before  the  establishment  of  this  Mission 
was  contrasted  with  its  different  and  much 
better  condition  now ; the  story  of  some  of 
the  principal  events  in  the  Mission  history 
was  told  again — of  the  Bible-burning  by 
the  Popish  Mission ; of  the  great  riot  and 
assault  at  the  accession  to  us  of  Hanna 
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Elias;  of  the  murder  of  our  member  (A. 
M.  Fitfoote) ; of  the  late  Mrs.  Martin’s 
work  and  its  abiding  influence,  and  so 
forth ; some  of  the  features  of  the  teaching 
of  this  Mission  were  thankfully  enumer- 
ated, and  were  contrasted  with  the  doc- 
trines of  the  so-called  Christian  churches 
of  Antioch. 

One  member,  who  had  joined  our 
church  from  the  late  Mrs.  Martin’s  Sab- 
bath class,  feelingly  spoke  of  his  experi- 
ences and  impressions  there ; of  “Mrs. 
Martin’s  never-to-be-forgotten  teachings 
and  manners,”  and  how  “she,  with  tears, 
again  and  again  besought  her  pupils  to 
accept  of  Christ  as  their  own  Saviour.” 

The  colporteur,  in  the  course  of  his 
little  speech,  made  mention  of  the  fact 
that  he  has,  in  his  day,  known  different 
Protestant  missions,  and  he  specified  some 
of  his  reasons  for  holding  Reformed  Pres- 
byterian mission  work  to  be  superior  to 
all  others. 

After  I had  delivered  a short  address, 
contributing  further  particulars  to  the 
general  retrospect,  ascribing  the  praise  and 
glory  to  God,  and  enjoining  supplication 
for  the  Divine  blessing  upon  the  Mission 
work,  and  had  offered  the  concluding 
prayer  of  thanksgiving,  confession  and 
petition,  including  remembrance  of  some 
who,  in  the  history  of  the  Mission,  made 
defection,  the  meeting  was  closed  with  the 
benediction  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kennedy. — 
Dr.  Martin  in  Covenanter. 

China. — Three  weeks  after  his  arrival 
in  Peking  the  Rev.  George  Owen  was  able 
to  write  as  follows  concerning  the  situa- 
tion there  (Jan.  7)  : “I  am  much  pleased 
with  the  spiritual  condition  of  the  Church. 
In  spite  of  many  demoralizing  influences 
there  is  much  earnestness  and  genuine  life 
among  the  converts.  One  is  constrained 
to  thank  God  and  take  courage.  * * * 

No  work  has  yet  been  attempted  on  behalf 
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of  the  heathen  since  the  siege,  but  I am 
making  arrangements  for  the  opening  of  a 
street  chapel  and  dispensary  next  door  to 
our  ruined  hospital.  I also  hope  to  hold  a 
special  service  for  our  heathen  neighbors 
every  Sabbath  afternoon.  * * * The 

death  roll  of  the  Church  would  have  been 
much  greater  but  for  the  tact,  resource  and 
daring  of  Miss  Smith,  who  toiled  night 
and  day  for  the  converts.  Every  one  speaks 
in  the  highest  terms  of  her  services.  As 
soon  as  I reached  Shanghai  the  chorus  of 
praise  began,  and  grew  louder  as  I came 
further  north.  But  it  was  not  till  I had 
heard  the  stories  of  the  converts  them- 
selves that  I fully  realized  the  greatness  of 
the  service  she  has  rendered  to  the  Church 
and  to  the  mission.  Many  with  tears  and 
sobs  told  me  how  she  had  schemed  and 
toiled  for  them  during  those  days  of  peril 
when  ‘Kill  them!  Kill  them!’  sounded 
through  the  streets.  ‘But  for  her,’  they 
said,  ‘we  should  all  have  died — not  one  of 
us  would  be  here  to  meet  you  to-dav.’  So 
deeply  have  her  unselfishness  and  love  im- 
pressed themselves  on  the  converts  that 
they  follow  her  with  the  devotion  of  dogs. 
It  is  most  pathetic  and  impressive  to  see 
them.  * * * Miss  Smith  is  probably 

the  best  known  and  most  respected  for- 
eigner in  Peking  to-day.  Of  course  a cer- 
tain amount  of  good-natured  chaff  has 
been  provoked  among  the  foreigners,  the 
general  trend  of  which  is  indicated  by  the 
suggestion  that  if  the  Allies  wish  to  end 
all  Chinese  troubles  at  one  stroke  they 
should  make  Miss  Smith  Empress  !”• — 
London  Chronicle. 


The  recent  outbreak  has  shown  that  the 
great  bulk,  at  all  events,  of  the  converts 
are  prepared  to  go  through  fire  and  water 
in  defense  of  their  adopted  faith.  As  to 
the  progress  which  Christianity  has  of  late 
made  in  China,  there  can  be  no  more  au- 
thoritative witness  than  the  Viceroy 
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Chang  Chih-tung,  who  recently  stated 
that,  as  compared  with  Buddhism  and 
Taouism,  Christianity  is  now  in  the  as- 
cendant. It  is  always  easy  to  find  fault 
with  such  a complex  system  as  is  involved 
in  the  missionary  effort,  but  events  are 
proving  with  more  and  more  certainty 
every  day  that  Christianity  is  making  sure, 
if  slow,  progress  in  the  country,  and  that 
the  influence  of  the  missionaries  resident 
in  the  interior  is  a power  for  good. 

India. — Statistics  of  the  Irish  Presby- 
terian Mission  at  Gujarat  and  Kathia- 
war for  1900 : 380  baptisms  during  the 

year,  233  being  of  adults,  are  reported. 
The  number  of  adults  baptized  is  the  larg- 
est in  the  history  of  the  Mission,  but  the 
total  number  of  baptisms  is  less  than  in 

1899,  the  missionaries  having  deferred  the 
baptism  of  new  adherents  who  joined  dur- 
ing the  famine  until  their  stability  could 
be  further  tested.  As  a result,  notwith- 
standing an  unusually  great  mortality 
from  the  diseases  which  followed  the 
famine,  the  baptized  membership  has  in- 
creased during  the  year  from  2,655  to 
2,953,  and  it  may  be  expected  that  the 
addition  of  the  membership  at  the  Jungle 
Tribes’  Mission  stations  will  bring  it  up 
to  at  least  3,000,  against  2,696  last  year. 
At  the  end  of  1895  the  number  was  1,973, 
so  that  there  has  been  an  increase  of  over 
50  per  cent,  in  the  last  five  years. 

Last  year,  as  in  the  year  before,  the 
great  increase  has  been  in  the  Borsad  dis- 
trict, which  reports  274  baptisms  during 

1900,  against  219  in  1899.  The  adult 
baptisms  in  this  district  have  shown  a very 
rapid  increase  during  the  last  five  years, 
having  been  19  in  1896,  32  in  1897,  92  in 
1898,  130  in  1899,  and  195  in  1900;  and 
the  baptized  membership,  which  was  516 
at  the  end  of  1895,  and  had  risen  to  894  at 
the  end  of  1899,  is  now  1,207. 

The  number  of  communicants  has  not 


increased  materially  in  1900,  losses  by 
death  having  about  balanced  the  admis- 
sions of  new  communicants,  but  in  the  last 
five  years  the  number  of  communicants 
has  increased  from  520  to  664,  and  those 
at  the  Jungle  Tribes’  stations  have  to  be 
added  to  the  latter  number. 

But  the  most  striking  increase  has  been 
in  the  number  of  unbaptized  adherents, 
which  has  increased  during  the  year  from 
1,665  to  2,909.  It  was  only  585  at  the 
end  of  1895,  and  even  two  years  ago,  at 
the  end  of  1898,  only  789,  including  those 
in  connection  with  the  Jungle  Tribes’  Mis- 
sion. The  addition  of  the  inquirers  and 
unbaptized  orphans  in  connection  with 
that  Mission  must  raise  the  total  to  con- 
siderably more  than  3,000,  or  almost  four 
times  the  total  of  1898.  A large  part  of 
this  increase  is  due  to  the  number  of 
orphans  rescued  from  the  famine,  the  330 
orphans  at  the  end  of  1898  having  in- 
creased to  1,474,  or  if  those  at  the  Jungle 
Tribes’  stations  are  added  to  about  1,600. 
But  assuming  1,400  of  these  to  be  un- 
baptized, there  must  be  over  1,600  in- 
quirers who  are  not  in  the  orphanages,  and 
many  of  the  orphans  are  also  candidates 
for  baptism.  The  largest  total  of  unbap- 
tized adherents  is  1,269  in  the  Borsad 
district  (which  returns  329  orphans),  and 
Anand  follows  next  with  655,  having  287 
orphans.  Kext  comes  Ahmedabad  with 
278,  having  184  orphans.  In  each  case  a 
number  of  the  older  orphans  have  received 
baptism,  so  that  candidates  for  baptism 
outside  the  orphanages  must  be  in  con- 
siderable numbers. 

The  total  Christian  community,  includ- 
ing adherents,  is  2,476  in  the  Borsad  dis- 
trict, 1,200  in  Anand,  746  in  Ahmedabad, 
444  in  Surat,  267  in  Gogha,  221  in 
Broach,  196  in  Rajkot,  159  in  Parantij. 
106  in  Wadhwan  and  47  in  Deesa,  or  5,862 
in  all,  being  an  increase  of  1,542  during 
the  year.  Including  the  Jungle  Tribes’ 
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Mission,  the  total  must  be  more  than 

6,000. 

There  are  now  6 English  and  104  ver- 
nacular schools,  in  addition  to  those  in 
connection  with  the  Jungle  Tribes’  Mis- 
sion. These  are  attended  by  4,210  boys 
and  2,427  girls,  and  of  these  1,064  boys 
and  763  girls  are  returned  as  Christians. 
The  orphan  children  would  account  for 
more  than  half  of  the  Christian  boys  and 
girls.  Borsad,  with  38  schools,  returns 
471  Christian  boys  and  263  Christian 
girls,  of  whom  probably  not  much  more 
than  one-third  are  orphans;  Anand  re- 
turns 158  Christian  boys  and  174  Chris- 
tian girls ; Ahmedabad  returns  107  Chris- 
tian boys  and  113  Christian  girls,  and 
Surat  55  Christian  boys  and  94  Christian 
girls. 

Sabbath  schools  have  increased  from  72 
to  88,  and  have  188  teachers  and  5,142 
scholars,  of  whom  no  less  than  2,965  are 
Christians.  This  number,  about  half  the 
Christian  community,  shows  that  many 
adult  Christians  receive  instruction  in  the 
Sabbath  schools ; 1,328  Christians  in  the 
Borsad  district,  630  in  Anand,  327  in  Ah- 
medabad and  197  in  Surat,  attend  the 
Sabbath  schools  as  pupils. 

The  Christian  native  agency  consists  of 
5 pastors,  61  evangelists,  4 colporteurs,  16 
Bible  women  and  149  Christian  teachers 
— or  235  in  all.  The  Borsad  district  has 
80,  Anand  42,  Surat  35  and  Ahmedabad 
30. — Irish  Missionary  Herald. 

At  the  first  meeting  this  year  of  the 
Calcutta  Missionary  Conference,  the  sub- 
ject for  discussion  was  whether  the  past 
century  of  mission  work  in  India,  and 
especially  in  Bengal,  may  be  regarded  as 
successful ; and  if  so,  in  what  sense.  The 
opener  said  that  unquestionably  there  has 
been  success,  and  that  of  a most  decisive 
character.  Some  instances  were  given.  In 
1851  there  were  only  21  ordained  Prot- 


estant native  ministers ; in  1890  there  were 
nearly  500.  It  was  not  until  1870  that  the 
Zenana  missionary  movement  began;  in 
1890  there  were  711 ‘workers  in  this  de- 
partment. The  century  was  not  a season 
for  fruit  so  much  as  a time  of  sowing. 
Yet,  if  judged  by  the  number  of  converts, 
there  has  been  real  success.  The  statistics 
of  1890  showed  the  Protestant  Christians 
numbered  599,000,  of  whom  366,000  were 
in  South  India.  By  recent  carefully  pre- 
pared statistics,  the  number  of  Protestant 
Christians  in  South  India  has  advanced  to 
608,000.  The  number  for  all  India  must, 
therefore,  be  not  far  from  a million.  It  is 
a striking  fact  that  there  has  been  steady 
advance  along  every  line  of  activity — in 
the  number  of  converts,  communicants, 
evangelists  and  ordained  ministers.  It 
may  be  truthfully  said  that  not  a mission 
in  India  has  been  barren.  In  every  field 
fruit  has  been,  and  is  being  gathered. 
Even  from  Mohammedanism  converts 
have  been  won,  some  of  whom  have  been 
the  brightest  ornaments  of  the  native  min- 
istry.— Reformed  Presbyterian  Mission 
News. 

Afkica. — To  counteract  the  Roman 
Catholic  propaganda  in  the  German  Pro- 
tectorates of  Africa,  the  German  Protest- 
ants recently  formed  a society  for  African 
interests  on  an  evangelical  basis,  whose  ob- 
ject is  the  spread  of  Christian  life  and 
teaching  among  the  natives  of  the  German 
Protectorates,  the  improvement  of  their 
social  condition  and  the  vindication  of 
their  human  rights.  The  Society  also  co- 
operates in  all  efforts  toward  the  abolition 
of  the  slave  trade,  and  toward  the  solu- 
tion of  such  problems  as  lie  somewhat  out- 
side the  scope  of  the  ordinary  work  of 
missionary  societies. 

The  first  task  undertaken  by  them  was 
the  establishment,  in  a healthy,  well- 
watered  situation  among  the  mountains  of 
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Usambara  South  (East  Africa),  of  a ref- 
uge for  liberated  slaves,  and  of  an  orphan- 
age for  homeless  slave  children.  In  ad- 
dition to  these  they  -built  a Convalescent 
Home  for  Europeans,  within  accessible 
distance  from  Korogwe,  a station  on  the 
Usambara  Railway.  Here  a cool  retreat 
is  offered  to  those  whose  health  has  suf- 
fered in  the  service  of  the  Government,  or 
of  commerce  and  missionary  enterprise. 

The  Society  is  carrying  on  an  energetic 
campaign  against  the  excessive  importa- 
tion of  spirits,  which,  especially  in  West 
Africa,  threatens  to  destroy  the  native 
population.  Its  efforts  in  this  direction 
have  been  to  some  extent  successful.  The 
Brussels  Convention  of  1890  has  been  so 
far  modified  that  the  minimum  import 
duty  on  50  per  cent,  alcoholic  strength  has 
been  raised  from  15  francs  per  hectolitre 
to  60  francs  for  Togo  and  Dahomey,  and 
70  francs  in  all  other  districts.  Extra 
duty  has  to  be  paid  for  every  degree  above 
50  per  cent.,  which  means  that  the  raw 
spirit  hitherto  imported  in  large  quan- 
tities will  be  subject  to  so  heavy  a tax  as 
will  make  its  introduction  practically  im- 
possible. 

Schools  for  the  natives  are  supported, 
where  they  are  employed  part  of  the  time 
in  garden  and  field  work,  and  where  they 
are  trained  at  the  same  time  for  com- 
mercial situations  and  for  subordinate 
Government  posts. 

It  appears  from  this  short  summary  that 
the  Society  is  doing  good  practical  work, 
while  its  monthly  organ,  Afrika,  is  full  of 
useful  information  on  all  matters  concern- 
ing that  continent. — B.  Hitjer  in  London 
Chronicle. 

Greenland. — Not  a little  of  the  ro- 
mance of  early  Moravian  missions  is 
associated  with  Greenland.  It  is  therefore 
pathetic  to  read  of  the  withdrawal  of  the 
Moravian  missionaries.  The  work  has 


been  transferred  to  the  Church  of  Den- 
mark. There  were  six  stations  and  thirty- 
three  out-stations,  with  eight  missionaries 
and  thirty  native  helpers.  One  of  the  mis- 
sionaries has  gone  to  South  Africa — a very 
different  field  of  labor.  The  others  will 
soon  be  occupied  with  new  tasks  also.  The 
Moravians  have  handed  over  some  hun- 
dreds of  communicants.  Evangelical  Mis- 
sions ( Die  Evangelischen  Missionen)  for 
April  gives  a touching  account  of  the  fare- 
well services,  when  800  Greenlanders,  con- 
veyed by  250  boats  and  kayaks,  assembled 
at  Lichtenau  for  public  worship,  and  423 
communicants  sat  down  at  the  Lord’s 
Table.  The  new  missionary  pastors  set 
over  them  are  worthy  of  all  confidence — 
Pastors  Balle,  father  and  son.  The  for- 
mer has  been  for  forty  years  in  charge  of 
the  Danish  Training  Institute  at  God- 
thaab;  the  latter  is  a Greenlander  of  the 
Greenlanders,  who  was  born  in  the  country 
and  was  only  out  of  it  for  his  theological 
training  in  Copenhagen,  and  who  can  steer 
a kayak  as  no  born  European  ever  can.  It 
is  interesting  to  read  of  this  good  work  in 
process  among  “Greenland’s  icy  moun- 
tains.” Only  readers  of  the  mission  maga- 
zines of  many  lands  have  any  idea  of  the 
countless  quarters  to  which  the  gospel  mes- 
sage is  being  faithfully  carried  by  devoted 
heralds  from  the  manifold  sections  of  the 
Christian  Church. 

AT  HOME. 

Alleghany,  Pa.- — The  Board  of  Super- 
intendents of  the  Theological  Seminary 
met  in  Seminary  Hall  on  Tuesday,  April 
30,  at  9 A.  M.,  and  adjourned  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  following  day.  There  were 
present  Revs.  McAllister,  Sommerville, 
Stevenson  and  Sproull,  and  Elders  Steele 
and  Sterritt.  Oral  examinations  in  Old 
Testament,  introduction  and  pastoral 
theology  were  had.  The  examination  pa- 
pers of  the  students  in  the  other  depart- 
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ments  were  submitted  to  the  Board  for  in- 
spection. 

An  order  wras  given  on  the  treasurer  for 
$71  due  Prof.  Lafferty  for  lessons  given 
the  students  in  voice  culture. 

The  professors  were  authorized  to  dis- 
pose at  their  discretion  of  the  surplus 
books  in  the  library. 

A vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mrs. 
Gregg,  of  Central  Alleghany  Congrega- 
tion; to  Mr.  J.  S.  Tibby,  of  Pittsburg 
Congregation,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Martin,  for 
generous  gifts  to  the  students  during  the 
past  winter. 

Sermons  were  delivered  in  the  Central 
Church  by  Mr.  Edgar  from  J ohn  4 :23,  by 
Mr.  Elsie  from  I.  Cor.  15  :26,  by  Mr.  Greer 
from  I.  Cor.  2:9  and  first  clause  of  the 
10th  verse,  by  Mr.  Kempf  from  Matt. 
6:10,  first  clause,  and  by  Mr.  Matthews 
from  Acts  9 :11,  last  clause — all  of  the  first 
year  class;  by  Mr.  McBurney  from  Luke 
22  :31-32,  after  prayer  by  Mr.  McBurney, 
by  Mr.  McCarroll  from  Heb.  10  :14,  by  Mr. 
McKnight  from  Ps.  90  :1,  by  Mr.  McMil- 
lan from  Ps.  51:13,  and  by  Mr.  Robb  from 
Ps.  32  :5,  first  clause — all  of  the  second 
year  class;  and  by  Mr.  Clarke  from  Ps. 
78  :4,  of  the  third  year  class. 

It  was  resolved  that  at  least  one  of  the 
prayers  in  connection  with  the  preaching 
exercises  be  offered  hereafter  by  a student. 
Examinations  and  discourses  were  heartily 
sustained.  Certificates  to  the  Presbyteries 
under  whose  care  they  are  were  given  by 
the  chairman  on  behalf  of  the  Board  to 
the  students  of  the  second  year,  and  a 
diploma  to  Mr.  Clarke,  who  has  completed 
his  seminary  course.  Appropriate  remarks 
were  made  by  the  professors  and  members 
of  the  Board.  The  delightful  weather,  the 
large  attendance  of  members  of  the  Board 
and  the  satisfactory  character  of  the  dis- 
courses and  examinations  combined  to 
make  this  a very  pleasant  meeting. 

J.  W.  Sproull,  Sec’y. 


Central  Board  of  Missions  furnishes 
the  following  items  : 

Financial  Statement. 


Overdraft  On  Hand 

Apl.l,19ul.  Receipts.  Expenses.  May  1,190.1 
Domestic  Mission,  $2, 263.31  $2,682  09  $372.28  $47.10 

Southern  Mission  245.64  994  26  598.74  i49.»8 

On  hand 
Apr.  1, 1901. 

Chinese  Home  Mission  e.77  247.94  51.65  205.06 

Jewish  Mission  218.47  92.66  138.00  173.13 

Sustentation  Fund  865.58  2,259  94  3 125.52 


Domestic  Mission. — After  paying  75  per 
cent,  of  the  amounts  appropriated  by 
Synod,  making  a total  of  $6,827.35,  the 
Board  reports  on  hand  a balance  of  $47.10. 
Twenty-five  per  cent.,  or  about  $2,300, 
remains  unpaid.  This  is  a debt  and  must 
be  added  to  the  amount  necessary  to  carry 
on  the  work  in  the  field  during  the  next 
year.  If  $6,000  were  needed  last  year, 
$8,300  will  be  needed  the  coming  year. 

Southern  Mission. — The  total  enroll- 
ment of  scholars  during  the  year  is  572 ; 
the  highest  attendance  any  one  month  was 
in  January,  being  498.  The  graduating 
class  numbers  three.  Mr.  Reed  has  charge 
of  the  Valley  Creek  Sabbath  School.  The 
day  school  has  been  discontinued. 

The  building  in  which  the  Pine  Grove 
School  was  held  was  burnt  last  summer. 
Vo  attempt  has  been  made  since  then  to 
continue  the  work  there. 

The  supplement  given  to  the  Selma  Con- 
gregation is  $400.  An  old  debt  of  $100 
of  two  or  three  years’  standing  has  been 
nearly  entirely  paid  off  by  the  members. 
The  receipts  this  year  about  meet  the  ex- 
pense. At  the  late  communion  there 
was  an  accession  of  six. 

Indian. — The  smallpox  has  not  entire- 
ly disappeared  from  the  neighborhood  of 
the  Mission.  There  has  been  quite  a num- 
ber of  deaths  among  the  Indians.  In  ten 
days  there  were  fifteen  funerals.  Three 
of  our  members  died.  At  the  late  com- 
munion there  was  an  accession  of  eighteen, 
all  Indians  except  one.  Fourteen  were 
baptized. 
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Miss  Moore  has  been  obliged  to  return 
home,  not  having  sufficient  strength  to 
continue  in  the  work.  Mr.  Carithers  is 
now  taking  a much-needed  rest.  Rev.  J. 
E.  W.  Stevenson  is  in  charge. 

Chinese  Home  Mission. — During  the 
year  the  enrollment  was  forty.  There 
have  been  no  baptisms.  “Four  young 
men,”  Mr.  Johnson  writes,  “are  looking 
forward  to  a public  profession  of  Christ 
as  their  Saviour.” 

Jewish  Mission. — The  Mission  in 
Cincinnati  has  been  temporarily  sus- 
pended, Miss  Patterson  having  returned 
home. 

Sustentation. — A brother  minister 
writes  suggesting  that  the  total  salaries 
appear  in  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Sus- 
tentation. There  were  twelve  congrega- 
tions that  received  from  that  fund  last 
year.  The  total  salaries  of  the  pastors  of 
those  according  to  his  calculation  were  as 
follows:  “Almonte,  $990;  Barnes, 

$716.56;  Cedarville,  $796;  Jonathan’s 
Creek,  $794;  Lisbon,  $794.70;  Lochiel, 
$793;  Slippery  Rock,  $795.20;  Sterling, 
Ivan.,  $797.12;  Syracuse,  $1,186.72  ; Ver- 
non, $794;  West  Hebron,  $791;  White 
Lake,  $776.’'  He  calls  attention  also  to  the 
large  number  of  “congregations  where 
salary  falls  short,  some  far  short,  of  $800.” 
There  are  just  82  pastors,  including  the 
12  on  the  sustentation  list;  “there  are 
36  congregations,  or  45  per  cent.,  the 
salaries  of  whose  pastors  fall  below  the 
minimum  of  $800.  ‘Figures  don’t  lie,’ 
but  our  statistical  tables  don't  tell  all  the 
truth.  There  should  be  a column  for  sup- 
plements from  every  source  and  a column 
for  total  salary  paid;  thus  making  a bet- 
ter and  more  truthful  showing.” 

J.  W.  Sproull. 

Hopkinton,  Ia. — Our  communion  was 
held  Sabbath,  April  21.  Four  persons 
united  with  our  congregation,  two  bring- 


ing certificates  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  the 
other  two  children  of  members.  Rev.  C. 
McLeod  Smith  arrived  to  give  the  address 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  our  Ladies’  Mis- 
sionary Society,  April  17,  and  to  assist  at 
the  sacramental  services.  He  gave  us  a fine 
address  at  the  annual  meeting,  and 
preached  very  acceptably  on  Fast  Day, 
but  succumbed  Saturday  to  an  attack  of 
the  grip,  so  that  the  pastor  was  alone  in 
the  unexpected  work  of  Saturday,  Sabbath 
and  Monday.  COM. 

New  York. — New  York  Presbytery  met 
in  Third  New  York,  May  7th,  1901,  at 
10.30  a.m.  All  the  congregations  were 
represented  except  Cambridge  and  Kort- 
right.  Presbytery  appointed  a Commis- 
sion to  hear  the  pieces  of  Mr.  Julius 
Ivempf  in  September  : R.  M.  Sommerville, 
F.  M.  Foster,  W.  M.  George,  Wm.  Browne, 
Henry  O’Neill,  Walter  T.  Miller. 

Mr.  Samuel  Edgar  was  received  as  a 
student  of  theology  of  the  first  year,  and 
it  was  ordered  that  he  should  give  to 
Presbytery  at  licensure  his  college  diplo- 
ma or  an  equivalent.  Mr.  Edgar  was 
permitted  to  give  his  specimen  of  im- 
provement to  Colorado  Presbytery. 

Rev.  J.  R.  Thompson,  on  resigning  the 
office  of  stated  clerk,  placed  on  the  table 
some  old  records  of  the  congregation  in 
Albany  and  similar  documents.  These 
contain  autographs,  in  many  cases,  which 
are  now  very  rare.  They  were  ordered 
to  be  sent  to  the  library  of  Geneva  College 
for  keeping. 

A complaint  of  the  session  of  Second 
Boston  against  the  action  of  the  session 
of  Cambridge  in  receiving  Mr.  James 
Jackson  as  a member  in  full  and  regular 
standing,  was  received  and  read.  As 
Cambridge  session  was  not  represented 
at  this  meeting  it  was  ordered  that  the 
case  should  be  heard  at  the  fall  meeting. 

Presbytery  adjourned,  to  meet  in  Second 
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Boston,  the  third  Tuesday  of  October,  at 
10  a.m.  To  be  opened  with  sermon  by 
the  Moderator. 

W.  M.  George,  Clerk. 


On  Monday,  May  20,  the  congregation 
of  Second  New  York  held  a sociable  to 
celebrate  the  payment  of  the  debt  of  the 
church  edifice.  A large-hearted  member 
had,  with  a stroke  of  his  pen,  removed 
the  burden,  and  the  people  came  together 
to  show  their  appreciation  of  his  kindness 
and  encourage  one  another.  There  was 
a large  gathering  to  witness  the  burning 
of  the  mortgage,  including  ministers  and 
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friends  from  sister  churches.  It  was  a 
time  of  great  rejoicing. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. — Mr.  Moses  Green- 
berg, who  is  in  charge  of  the  Mission  of 
the  Covenant  to  Israel,  writes  from  Cla- 
rinda,  la.,  that  Mrs.  Greenberg  removed 
to  the  new  building,  800  South  Fifth 
Street,  April  23d.  A crowd  of  Hebrews 
gathered  around  her,  eager  to  know 
when  the  new  place  would  be  opened. 
All  repairs  were  completed  by  the  end  of 
last  month,  and,  according  to  a member 
of  the  committee,  the  building  is  well 
located  for  work  among  the  Hebrews. 


A convention  to  consider  the  Christian  principles  of  civil  government  was  held 
at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  the  first  week  in  January,  1901.  On  the  reverse  side  of  the 
programme  was  the  following  concise  statement : 


This  Association  stands  for  the  defense 
of  our  imperiled  Sabbath  ; 

The  Bible  in  our  common  schools; 

A uniform  divorce  law,  according  to 
the  law  of  Christ ; 

A complete  severance  of  the  connection 
between  our  Government  and  the  liquor 
traffic; 

And  suitable  Christian  acknowledg- 
ments in  State  and  National  Constitu- 
tions. 

The  Association  earnestly  opposes  every- 
thing of  the  nature  of  a union  of  Church 
and  State;  but  maintains  with  equal  ear- 


nestness that  the  separation  of  Church  and 
State  does  not  involve  the  divorce  of  the 
State  from  the  Christian  religion.  Church 
and  State  are  organisms — religion  is  a 
principle.  We  ask  that  the  nation  accept 
Christ  as  its  Governor,  for  He  is  expressly 
declared  to  be  the  “Governor  of  Nations.” 

He  claims  it  as  His  right  to  be  so  ac- 
knowledged. 

We  owe  it  to  Plim  as  a duty  upon  our 
part,  and  an  honor  that  rightly  belongs  to 
Him  because  He  died  for  us. 

And  the  welfare  of  the  people  demands 
such  a Christian  acknowledgment. 


Rev.  James  B.  Converse,  Morristown,  Tenn.,  wishes  to  have  the  following  prin- 
ciples added  to  the  creeds  of  all  churches  and  taught  in  their  Catechisms,  Sabbath 
schools,  pulpits  and  papers  : 

We  distinctly  acknowledge  our  responsibility  to  God  in  civil  matters  and  the 
supremacy  of  His  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  as  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords.  No  law 
should  be  passed  inconsistent  with  the  will  of  God  as  revealed  in  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
All  should  be  governed  by  the  mind  and  book  of  Christ  in  performing  their  duties  as 
citizens,  voters  or  magistrates. 
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MISSION  WORK  IN  CYPRUS. 

A station  was  commenced  among  the 
Greeks  on  the  Island  of  Cyprus  in  1834,  a 
year  earlier  than  that  on  Scio. 

The  Greek  population  of  the  island  was 
reckoned  at  60,000,  and  the  pioneer  mis- 
sionary was  the  Rev.  Lorenzo  W.  Pease, 
who  arrived  with  his  wife  in  the  last 
month  of  the  year. 

As  it  was  proposed  to  make  this  a 
branch  of  the  Syrian  Mission,  Mr.  Thomp- 
son came  over  from  Beirut,  and  with 
Mr.  Pease  explored  the  island. 

They  found  no  serious  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  distributing  the  Scriptures  and 
diffusing  a knowledge  of  the  gospel,  ex- 
cept in  the  unhealthiness  of  the  climate. 
The  most  healthy  location  seemed  to  be 
Lapithos,  a large  village  on  the  north- 
western shore,  two  days’  journey  from 
Larnaca.  The  village  had  a charming  lo- 
cation, rising  from  the  base  of  the  moun- 
tain and  ascending  the  steep  acclivity  a 
thousand  feet.  From  thence  perpendicu- 
lar precipices  arose,  which  sheltered  it 
from  the  hot  south  winds. 

The  coast  of  Caramania  was  in  full 
view  on  the  north,  and  refreshing  breezes 
crossed  the  narrow  channel  which  sepa- 
rated Cyprus  from  the  mainland. 

A magnificent  fountain  burst  from  the 
precipices  above,  the  stream  from  which 
foamed  through  the  village  and  found  its 
way  across  the  narrow  but  fertile  plain  to 
the  sea. 

This  stream  turned  a number  of  mills 
in  its  descent,  and  a portion  of  it  was  dis- 
tributed through  the  gardens,  and  there, 
tumbling  from  terrace  to  terrace,  formed 
numerous  beautiful  and  refreshing  cas- 
cades. 

The  Archbishop  of  Cyprus  being  inde- 


pendent of  the  Patriarch  of  Constanti- 
nople, the  encyclical  letter  against  Prot- 
estant missions  known  to  have  been  re- 
ceived from  the  metropolis  produced  no 
decided  hostility. 

The  mission  was  reinforced  in  1836  by 
the  arrival  of  Rev.  Daniel  Ladd  and  wife 
and  Rev.  James  L.  Thompson. 

A Lancosterian  school  had  been  opened 
at  Larnaca  with  seventy  pupils,  and  a 
school  for  educating  teachers  with  four- 
teen. 

There  was  very  great  need  of  schools,  it 
being  ascertained  that  in  thirty-six  vil- 
lages between  Larnaca  and  Limassol,  con- 
taining more  than  1,000  families,  and  a 
population  of  more  than  5,000,  only  six- 
ty-seven, besides  the  priests,  could  read  at 
all,  and  the  priests  not  fluently.  Among 
the  reasons  assigned  for  this  were  the  bur- 
densome taxes  imposed  upon  the  people, 
and  especially  on  boys  at  the  early  age  of 
twelve  years,  and  the  general  poverty  of 
the  parents,  constraining  them  to  employ 
their  sons  on  their  farms  or  in  their  oil 
mills  or  wine  presses. 

Considering  that  not  a place  had  yet 
been  found  which  wras  salubrious  all  the 
year  round,  and  that  the  people  were  scat- 
tered in  eight  or  nine  villages,  the  mis- 
sionaries began  to  despair  of  a vigorous 
concentration  of  their  labors,  and  came 
to  the  conclusion,  in  the  year  1837,  that  it 
was  expedient  to  go  to  some  more  man- 
ageable field. 

The  opposition  from  Constantinople 
made  it  expedient  to  disconnect  the 
schools  from  the  mission. 

There  was,  however,  from  the  begin- 
ning a friendly  intercourse  between  the 
people,  including  the  ecclesiastics  and  the 
missionaries,  and  books  and  tracts  were 
received  without  hesitation.  This  with 
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other  considerations  induced  the  mission- 
aries to  delay  their  departure. 

The  funeral  of  a child  of  Mr.  Pease  was 
attended  in  one  of  the  Greek  churches,  and 
the  Greek  priests  led  the  way  in  the  pro- 
cession, chanting  the  funeral  dirge,  in 


which  there  was  nothing  exceptionable; 
leaving  at  home,  out  of  deference  to  the 
father,  the  cross,  the  cherubim  and  the 
incense. 

In  August,  1839,  in  consequence  of  re- 
maining too  long  at  Larnaca,  Mr.  Pease 


was  suddenly  prostrated  by  fever,  and 
soon  closed  his  earthly  career  at  the  early 
age  of  twenty-nine. 

He  had  made  great  proficiency  in  the 
modern  Greek  language,  and  looked  for- 
ward with  delight  to  its  use  in  proclaim- 
ing the  gospel  to  the  Greek 
people. 

Every  month  had  raised 
him  in  the  estimation  of  his 
brethren  and  given  new 
promise  of  his  usefulness. 

Mrs.  Pease  returned  to  the 
United  States  with  her  two 
children  in  the  spring  of 
1841. 

Mr.  Thompson  also  re- 
turned at  the  close  of  the 
same  year. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ladd  were 
transferred  to  Broosa,  in 
Turkey,  where  a large  num- 
ber of  people  spoke  the 
Greek  language. 


Thinking  that  it  would  in- 
terest the  readers  of  Olive 
Trees,  Rev.  Henry  Easson 
has  sent  us  the  foregoing 
account  of  the  first  attempt 
to  do  missionary  work  on  the 
island  of  Cyprus.  It  is  taken 
from  Hr.  Anderson’s  history 
of  the  American  Board  of 
Missions,  Vol.  II.,  p.  154, 
and  the  Missionary  Herald 
for  the  year  1835,  pp.  398- 
408  and  446-452..  The  in- 
scriptions on  the  stones 
that  mark  the  graves 
of  Rev.  L.  W.  Pease  and  his  children  are 
not  very  distinct  in  the  photograph, but  are 
legible.  There  is  also  another  stone  that 
the  photographer  could  not  get  into  the 
picture,  on  which  is  the  following  inscrip- 
tion : 
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Bamel  Xafcfc,  3r., 

Son  of 

IRev.  panlel  Xabb  anO  /Ilbrs.  JE.  1f3.  XaOO, 
aSorn  in  IBe^rout,  april  15,  1837, 
5>teD  in  Xarnaca,  /Ibag  IS,  1839. 

In  a letter  accompanying  the  sketch, 
Mr.  Easson  writes  as  follows : 

“We  have  not  found  the  island  as  un- 
healthy as  represented  in  this  sketch.  The 
climate  is  said  to  have  improved  very 
much  since  the  English  occupation.  Nor 
have  we  visited  the  place  spoken  of  as  the 
healthiest  place  in  the  island.  The  Eng- 
lish have  built  roads  from  Limassol  to  the 
top  of  Mt.  Troodos,  and  this  year  from 
Nicosia,  and  this  is  the  summer  home  for 
most  of  the  foreigners — soldiers  and  citi- 
zens. 

“But  the  living  up  there  is  too  expensive 
for  missionaries.  The  smallest  salary  paid 
to  an  English  Government  official  is  £300 
and  perquisites  amounting  to  £50  or  £100 
more.  The  Arabs  say,  ‘Don’t  stretch  your 
feet  any  further  than  the  end  of  your 
mat,’  and  we  try  to  live  up  to  the 
proverb.” 

GIVING  AS  A DUTY. 

Some  of  the  requirements  of  Scripture 
are  treated  as  of  secondary  importance  be- 
cause they  are  not  prefaced  with  “Thou 
shalt”  or  “Thou  shalt  not” ; while,  in 
fact,  they  are  no  less  positive  and  peremp- 
tory than  those  others  which  were  writ- 
ten with  God’s  finger  on  the  tables  of 
stone. 

Such,  for  example,  are  the  many  pre- 
cepts which  appertain  to  benevolence,  to 
almsgiving,  to  the  paying  of  a just  pro- 
portion of  one’s  substance  for  the  propa- 
gation of  the  gospel  and  the  support  of 
the  sanctuary.  “Cast  thy  bread  upon  the 
waters”  is  none  the  less  binding  as  a stat- 
ute because  it  is  furthered  by  the  gracious 
promise,  “and  thou  shalt  find  it  after 
many  days.” 


It  is  often  said  by  those  who  wish  to  ex- 
cuse themselves  for  parsimony  that  their 
first  duty  is  to  themselves  and  to  the  mem- 
bers of  their  own  household.  This  has  a 
prima  facie  look  of  truth;  nevertheless,  it 
is  false.  A man’s  first  duty  is  to  his  God 
and  to  the  Church.  Otherwise  selfishness 
is  a holier  passion  than  gratitude. 

There  is  no  saying  that  covers  a greater 
multitude  of  shortcomings  than  that  mean 
proverb,  “Charity  begins  at  home.”  Now, 
it  is  true  that  “if  any  provide  not  for  his 
own,  and  specially  for  those  of  his  own 
house,  he  hath  denied  the  faith,  and  is 
worse  than  an  infidel.” 

But  how  much  better,  pray,  is  he  that 
provides  for  his  own  wants  and  his  own 
household,  yet  never  seeks,  through  pru- 
dence and  self-denial,  to  share  his  income 
with  God  and  his  fellow-men?  Did  the 
woman  of  Zarephath  do  wrong  to  offer  the 
prophet  a portion  of  her  meal  and  oil  un- 
til she  had  first  made  sure  that  her  child 
and  herself  would  not  suffer  by  it? 

On  the  other  hand,  I believe  it  might 
be  shown,  by  a process  of  moral  computa- 
tion, that  benevolence  is  the  very  best  pro- 
vision against  hunger  and  nakedness.  No 
man  ever  yet  grew  poor  by  lending  to  the 
Lord.  There  is  no  better  investment.  It 
is  a policy  of  insurance  whose  benefits  ac- 
crue to  one’s  children's  children. 

John  Bunyan  wrote: 

“A  man  there  was — and  people  called  him 
mad — 

The  more  he  gave  away  the  more  he  had.” 

Is  it  not  always  so,  that  the  more  we 
give  away  the  more  we  have?  How  else 
shall  we  construe  the  word  of  promise — 
“Blessed  is  the  liberal  man;  the  Lord  shall 
make  his  bed  in  sickness ; his  horn  shall 
be  exalted.”  “He  that  soweth  sparingly 
shall  reap  sparingly;  and  he  that  soweth 
bountifully  shall  reap  bountifully.”  “Give, 
and  it  shall  be  given  unto  jrnu ; good  meas- 
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ure,  pressed  down,  and  shaken  together, 
and  running  over.”  “There  is  that  scat- 
tered and  yet  increased;  and  there  is 
that  withholdeth  more  than  is  meet,  but 
it  tended  to  poverty”? 

But,  after  all,  the  duty  of  giving  is 
based  upon  no  mere  selfish  consideration. 
We  ought  to  give  not  that  we  may  be,  but 
because  we  have  been,  blessed;  not  for 
self’s  sake,  but  for  love  of  Him,  who,  for 
our  sakes,  became  poor  that  we  by  His 
poverty  might  be  made  rich.  The  gift  of 
God  is  eternal  life  through  Jesus  Christ. 
What  shall  we  render  unto  the  Lord  for 
this  unspeakable  gift  ? Is  any  offering  of 
gold,  or  frankincense,  or  myrrh  too  large 
to  measure  our  gratitude?  Is  any  oint- 
ment of  spikenard  too  costly  for  the 
anointment  of  His  feet,  the  feet  that  were 
shod  with  the  sandals  of  salvation  ? 

Sharing  with  others  what  the  Lord  has 
bestowed  upon  us  is  an  acceptable  form  of 
thanksgiving.  God’s  blessing  is  always  a 
gratuity;  but  none  the  less  does  it  call  for 
its  meed  of  praise;  and  praise  has  no  ex- 
pression in  human  life  but  love  and 
benevolence. 

It  is  wrong  to  regard  our  wealth,  be  it 
little  or  great,  as  ours  in  fee  simple ; it 
is  ours  only  in  trust.  We  are  God’s  stew- 
ards, and  for  the  proper  use  and  invest- 
ment of  every  farthing  assigned  to  us  we 
shall  be  called  to  a strict  account.  If  we 
array  ourselves  in  purple  and  fine  linen 
while  the  poor  go  naked  and  shivering;  if 
we  dwell  in  houses  of  cedar  while  the  ark 
of  God  is  within  curtains,  we  are  guilty  of 
appropriating  to  our  personal  use  that 
which  did  not  belong  to  us.  “Ye  have 
robbed  Me,”  said  the  Lord  of  hosts.  And 
ye  say,  “Wherein  have  we  robbed  Thee?” 
“In  tithes  and  offerings !”  For  every 
penny  of  our  wealth  is  stamped  with  the 
Divine  image  and  superscription.  “The 
gold  and  the  silver  are  His.  Bender  there- 
fore unto  God  the  things  that  are  God’s.” 


It  should  be  remembered,  moreover,  that 
duty,  by  assiduous  practice,  becomes  the 
highest  pleasure  of  life.  Thus  giving 
comes  to  be  a joy. 

“That  man  may  last,  but  never  lives, 

Who  much  receives  but  nothing  gives; 

Whom  none  can  love,  whom  none  can 
thank ; 

Creation’s  blot,  creation’s  blank !” 

The  fact  that  miser  and  misery  are 
words  of  cognate  derivation  is  not  with- 
out significance;  for  a closed  hand  is  the 
outward  mark  of  leanness  of  soul. 

“Hands  that  hope  but  to  receive, 
Empty  close.  They  only  live 
Kichly  who  can  richly  give.” 

I had  rather  be  an  Italian  harp-boy,  liv- 
ing on  the  charity  of  those  who  love  the 
harmony  of  sweet  sounds,  than  to  be  a 
millionaire  with  a soul  delighting  only  in 
the  music  of  clinking  coin.  The  happiest 
man  that  ever  lived  on  earth  was  One  who 
had  not  where  to  lay  His  head ; and  He 
revealed  the  secret  of  His  peace  in  the 
words,  “It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to 
receive.” 

He  was  the  great  giver.  He  came  from 
heaven  to  bring  good  gifts  to  men;  sight 
to  the  blind,  peace  to  the  troubled  soul, 
rest  to  the  weary  and  heavy  laden,  light 
and  life  to  all  that  were  in  darkness  and 
the  shadow  of  death,  a cup  of  God’s  cool 
water  for  the  parched  lips  of  those  that 
were  thirsting  after  righteousness. 

And,  to  the  end  that  these  good  gifts 
might  bear  the  name  of  self-denying  love, 
He  gave  His  tears  for  sorrow,  His  blood 
for  sin ! He  gave  His  life  a ransom  for 
the  lost.  Loving  to  give,  He  freely  gave 
us  all.  He  that  would  be  truly  happy 
must,  in  this,  be  Christlike,  “willing  to 
communicate.”  It  was  one  of  the  favorite 
sayings  of  Marcus  Aurelius  that  “an  un- 
shared pleasure  could  not  be  enjoyed”; 
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and  Ausonius  declared  that  “an  ingrate 
was  earth’s  ugliest  product.”  Put  those 
two  maxims  together  and  you  have  the 
reason  why  an  illiberal  man  is  miserable. 
His  heart  is  a prison  cell,  where  a spirit, 
that  was  made  to  rejoice  in  love,  and  lib- 
erty, and  light,  is  bound  with  the  iron 
chains  of  selfishness  and  ingratitude. 
There  are  no  windows  outward,  through 
which  his  captive  soul  may  sympathetic- 
ally behold  the  joys  of  his  fellow-men;  no 
windows  upward  through  which  he  may 
gratefully  look  to  the  God  at  whose  right 
hand  are  pleasures  for  evermore. 

But  the  generous  man,  whose  eyes  are 
turned  both  outward  and  upward,  who 
denies  himself  that  he  may  help  the  needy, 
and  spend  and  be  spent  for  his  Master’s 
sake,  who  forgets  himself  in  his  eagerness 
to  hear  the  widow’s  thanks  and  God’s  “well 
done,”  this  is  the  man  whose  life  is  blest 
with  a peace  that  passeth  knowledge. 

“But  for  one  end  are  riches  worth  your 
care : 

To  make  humanity  the  minister 

Of  bounteous  Providence,  and  teach  the 
breast 

The  generous  luxury  the  gods  enjoy.” 

— D.  J . Burrell,  D.D.,  in  Christian  Intel- 
ligencer. 

A VISIT  TO  CYPRUS. 

Having  just  returned  from  a most  pleas- 
ant and  interesting  visit  with  our  mis- 
sionary friends  on  the  island  of  Cyprus, 
perhaps  some  of  the  impressions  received 
may  be  of  interest  to  others,  as  they  were 
to  us.  With  this  hope  we  have  written  a 
brief  account  of  what  we  saw  and  heard. 

Traveling  between  Latakia  and  Cyprus 
is  somewhat  inconvenient,  as  we  have  no 
direct  line  of  steamers.  Wednesday, 
March  20,  was  set  for  the  meeting  of  the 
Commission  of  Synod  at  Larnaca.  On  the 
17th  Mrs.  Balph  and  I,  in  company  with 


Revs.  J.  Boggs  Dodds  and  C.  A.  Dodds, 
left  Latakia  on  an  Austrian  steamer,  ar- 
riving the  next  morning  at  Beirut.  We  had 
two  days'  to  wait  there,  which  were  spent 
in  seeing  a little  of  the  work — the  Amer- 
ican college  with  its  450  students,  the  hos- 
pital, the  press,  where  all  the  Arabic  print- 
ing for  Syria  is  done.  On  the  evening 
of  the  19th  we  left  Beirut  on  a French 
boat,  and  the  next  morning  found  us  at 
anchor  before  Larnaca. 

Mr.  Easson,  Dr.  Moore  and  his  little 
son,  Merle,  met  us  on  the  steamer  and 
took  us  directly  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Eas- 
son, where  we  breakfasted.  At  9 A.  M. 
the  commission  met  at  the  house  of  Dr. 
Moore.  Two  sessions  were  held,  and  after 
adjournment  in  the  evening  the  Messrs. 
Dodds  left  on  the  same  steamer  on  which 
we  came,  Mrs.  Balph  and  I remaining  to 
visit  the  friends  and  see  the  work.  Two 
weeks  were  thus  spent  very  pleasantly,  and 
we  trust  also  profitably. 

The  new  building  on  the  mission  prop- 
ert}r,  in  which  Mr.  Easson  resides,  is  now 
completed.  It  is  a comfortable  two-story 
house  of  six  rooms,  not  including  the  base- 
ment. Mr.  Easson  has  pushed  forward 
this  work  with  all  his  old-time  energy,  in 
spite  of  many  difficulties,  until  they  have 
a comfortable  home,  and  that  part  of  the 
mission  grounds  which  was  once  a barren 
knoll  is  now  transformed  into  a place  of 
beauty. 

The  first  two  days  of  our  stay  were  spent 
in  looking  into  the  work  in  Larnaca.  We 
visited  the  school  for  boys,  which  is  con- 
ducted down  in  the  town.  It  has  an  at- 
tendance of  seventeen,  and  is  about  self- 
supporting.  Greek,  Turkish  and  English 
are  taught.  There  is  also  a night  school 
for  those  who  cannot  attend  during  the 
day,  in  which  both  Mr.  Easson  and  Dr. 
Moore  do  some  teaching,  the  teachers  of 
the  day  school  also  giving  their  time 
gratuitously  to  this  work. 
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We  spent  one  forenoon  at  Dr.  Moore’s 
clinic,  at  which  there  was  an  attendance 
of  about  fifty.  Half  an  hour  was  devoted 
to  religious  services,  after  which  the  doc- 
tor examined  and  dispensed  medicines  to 
the  patients.  I was  sorry  to  see  that  he 
did  not  have  a helper  competent  to  com- 
pound the  medicines  prescribed,  as  his 
time  is  entirely  too  valuable  to  be  taken 
up  with  work  that  could  be  done  by  some 
one  else  at  a moderate  cost.  In  company 
with  Dr.  Moore  we  visited  the  new  hos- 
pital that  has  just  been  erected  here.  It 
contains  about  thirty  beds;  is  under  the 
care  of  an  English  physician  and  is  partly 
supported  by  the  Government  and  partly 
by  private  subscription. 

On  Saturday  we  drove,  with  Dr.  Moore 
and  family,  to  Nicosia,  the  capital  of  the 
island,  which  is  about  twenty-six  miles 
northwest  of  Larnaca,  where  we  spent  the 
Sabbath.  Services  were  conducted  in 
Turkish  by  Eev.  Sarkesian,  who  united 
with  our  Church  some  two  years  ago. 
These  services  were  attended  by  about 
twenty-five  persons.  An  attempt  was  made 
to  secure  a Greek  audience,  but  the  time 
and  circumstances  were  unfavorable,  and 
it  had  to  be  given  up.  This  place  needs  a 
resident  minister,  who  can  speak  Greek,  as 
Mr.  Sarkesian  can  only  labor  among  the 
Armenians.  This  is  one  of  the  old  walled 
towns,  and  has  a population  of  about  20,- 
000,  and  has  many  points  of  interest,  of 
which,  however,  it  is  not  our  purpose  to 
speak.  On  Monday  we  visited  Kyrenia,  a 
small  town  of  some  5,000  inhabitants  On 
the  north  shore  of  the  island,  where  a col- 
porteur has  been  at  work  for  some  time, 
and  the  place  is  regularly  visited  bv  the 
missionaries.  In  the  evening  a meeting 
was  conducted  in  the  colporteur’s  house 
by  Dr.  Moore.  About  twenty  persons  were 
present.  There  seem  to  be  a number  of 
persons  here  who  are  seeking  after  the 
truth,  and  who  are  anxious  to  make  a 


profession  of  it  as  soon  as  the  missionaries 
think  it  wise  to  receive  them.  There  is  a 
very  neat  little  hospital  here  of  twenty 
beds,  with  two  English  nurses.  The  munic- 
ipal physician  has  it  in  charge. 

The  next  day  we  returned  to  Nicosia 
and  the  day  following  to  Larnaca. 

After  a day’s  rest  we  started  on  Friday 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Easson  to  visit  Fama- 
gusta, another  station  about  thirty  miles 
northeast  of  Larnaca.  Saturday  was  spent 
there  in  seeing  people  and  giving  notice 
of  the  Sabbath  services.  In  the  afternoon 
we  visited  the  old  town,  which  is  about 
half  a mile  distant  from  the  present  site. 
The  walls  and  fortifications  are  the  best 
preserved  that  we  have  seen,  and  in  its 
day  it  has  been  strongly  fortified;  but  in- 
side the  walls  there  is  little  but  ruins. 
This  is  said  to  have  been  the  City  of 
Churches,  and  the  remains  of  quite  a num- 
ber still  exist.  We  also  visited  Salamis, 
where  Paul  landed,  about  five  miles  to  the 
north.  (See  Acts  13:4.)  On  Sabbath 
Mr.  Easson  preached  three  times ; in  the 
morning  by  invitation  in  the  house  of  the 
municipal  physician,  who  is  a Protestant 
from  Mt.  Lebanon.  This  service  was  in 
Arabic.  Services  were  held  in  the  hotel 
parlor  in  the  afternoon  and  evening,  in 
Greek;  about  forty  persons  were  in  at- 
tendance. This  seems  to  be  remarkably 
good,  considering  the  fact  that  there  is  no 
regular  worker  in  the  place. 

There  is  much  bigotry  and  superstition 
among  the  Greeks  in  all  these  places,  but 
the  field  is  whitening  for  the  harvest,  and 
the  laborers  are  so  very  few.  Certainly  an- 
other minister  is  needed  at  once  if  we 
would  seize  the  opportunities  that  are  to 
be  found  for  the  dissemination  of  the 
truth.’  Dr.  Moore  will  soon  be  leaving  on 
furlough,  and  what  is  one  man  to  look 
after  all  this  work?  Besides,  a new  lan- 
guage is  not  learned  in  a day.  As  there  is 
freedom  to  print  and  distribute  literature 
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here,  tract  distribution  has  been  made  an 
important  part  of  the  work.  I think  the 
number  of  tracts  printed  by  Dr.  Moore  on 
the  press  that  was  sent  out  has  been  about 
twenty  thousand  during  the  year.  Two 
prayer  meetings  are  conducted  every  week 
— one  in  Turkish  and  one  in  Greek.  Sab- 
bath school  and  two  preaching  services  on 
Sabbath.  We  shall  long  remember  the 
pleasure  we  had  and  the  kindness  we  ex- 
perienced at  the  hands  of  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Easson  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Moore,  who  did 
everything  in  their  power  to  add  to  our 
enjoyment;  and  who  so  kindly  made 
it  possible  for  us  to  see  so  much  of  the 
island  and  of  their  work. 

J.  M.  Balph. 

DIAMOND  JUBILEE. 

The  Congregational  Home  Missionary 
Society  held  their  seventy-fifth  anniver- 
sary in  Tremont  Temple,  Boston,  May  14, 
15,  16,  1901.  Two  sessions  were  held 
the  first  day  and  three  the  two  following 
days.  On  Tuesday  afternoon  Rev.  A.  H. 
Plumb,  D.D.,  of  the  Roxbury  Congrega- 
tional Church,  made  the  address  of  wel- 
come. He  represented  the  Society  as  one 
of  the  leading  factors  in  the  development 
of  our  national  life.  The  response  by  the 
President.  Gen.  0.  0.  Howard,  the  one- 
armed  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  was  full 
of  pathos  and  Christian  devotion  to  the 
cause  of  home,  country  and  perishing  men. 

The  evening  was  given  to  the  sermon 
bv  Rev.  Lyman  Abbott,  D.D.,  the  strenu- 
ous editor  of  The  Outlook.  His  text  was, 
“Thy  Kingdom  come,  Thy  will  be  done  on 
earth  as  it  is  in  heaven.”  He  recalled  the 
five  points  of  Calvinism  only  to  dismiss 
them,  adding  that  we  have  five  points  of 
vantage  ground — revelation,  inspiration, 
incarnation,  atonement,  sacrifice.  He 
traced  the  growth  of  our  American  com- 
monwealth and  pointed  out  the  future 
pathway  in  helping  the  oppressed  and 


downtrodden  of  all  lands  to  rise  to  the 
high  plane  of  freedom  and  purity.  There 
is  a conflict  between  the  central  Board  and 
the  State  auxiliaries,  Dr.  Abbott  repre- 
senting the  latter  and  Gen.  Howard  the 
former.  The  General  thinks  that,  as  in  the 
Republic,  there  must  be  a strong  central 
power,  but  still  allowing  perfect  freedom 
to  each  of  the  State  associations. 

Wednesday  morning  Secretary  J.  B. 
Clark,  of  New  York,  spoke  on  “Genesis  of 
Congregational  Home  Missions  and  Part 
of  the  Acts.”  Tracing  the  work  of  the 
home  missionary  societies  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  in 
1798-99,  and  1801,  he  led  up  to  the  great 
change  in  1S26.  The  National  Society 
was  born  that  year  in  Boston  and  was 
christened  in  New  York.  Its  field  was  the 
West.  It  devoted  itself  to  organizing 
churches,  and  75  per  cent,  of  the  territory 
covered  was  unoccupied  by  any  other  de- 
nomination. 

“The  Church,  the  Spring  of  American 
Civilization,”  was  the  topic  of  Michael 
Burnham,  D.D.,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  has 
certainly  been  in  fellowship  with  national 
reformers.  “Nations  are  not  only  exist- 
ences, but  self-conscious  existences.  The 
French  may  conquer  Egypt,  but  they  can- 
not continue  their  act.  There  is  nothing 
sadder  on  the  pages  of  history  than  the 
death  of  a nation.  Christ  is  the  King 
from  whose  authority  no  nation  is  freed. 
A nation  to  live  must  be  a real  theocracy. 
The  foundation  of  a nation  is  in  the  re- 
ligion of  Jesus  Christ.  The  recognition 
of  this  fact  has  been  acknowledged  by  all 
the  leaders  of  American  national  life.  The 
inaugurals  of  our  Presidents  have  recog- 
nized that  the  power  to  transform  the 
world  lies  in  the  gospel.”  America  holds 
the  future.  People  from  every  land  come 
here.  Our  Christian  civilization  must 
transform  them.  We  need  new  consecra- 
tion. We  need  this  society  reinforced. 
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Chicago  spent  in  one  year  $30,000,000  on 
amusements.  The  entire  country  spent 
$5,500,000  on  missions.  We  spent  $20,- 
000,000  on  chewing  gum  and  $14,000,000 
on  our  ministers. 

Rev.  C’has.  R.  Brown,  D.D.,  of  Oakland, 
Cal.,  spoke  on  “The  Congregational 
Church  Suited  to  the  West,”  “The  South” 
being  assigned  to  Rev.  C.  I.  Scofield.  D.D., 
of  Texas.  “Well-built  men  in  the  ministry 
are  needed.  You  have  sent  us  some  noble 
men,  but  you  have  sent  some  we  wish  you 
had  kept.  Ministers  who  have  been  on  the 
bargain  counter  in  the  East  are  not  wanted 
in  the  West.  Invalid  ministers  with  only 
one  lung  are  not  needed.” 

“Home  Missions  and  Interdenomina- 
tional Comity”  was  the  theme  of  A.  Z. 
Conrad,  I). IX,  of  Worcester,  Mass. 

On  Wednesday  afternoon  Rev.  John 
Henry  Barrows,  D.D.,  President  of  Ober- 
lin  College,  spoke  on  “Home  Missions  and 
Christian  Education.”  He  is  a tall, 
straight,  well-built  man,  with  a clear  sten- 
torian voice;  a clean-cut  thinker, a polished 
scholar.  He  gave  a splendid  oration.  He 
named  a score  of  colleges  in  the  West, 
affirming  that  the  universities  of  the  East 
owe  their  life  to  the  smaller  institutions. 
He  insisted  that  the  danger  is  in  leaving 
out  religion  from  literary  culture.  The  re- 
ligious side  must  be  developed  and  exer- 
cised or  the  country  is  doomed. 

“Woman’s  Part”  was  told  by  Mrs.  Alice 
Freeman  Palmer,  of  Cambridge,  Mass., 
with  deeply  interesting  pathos.  The  men 
of  our  country  could  not  have  achieved 
their  greatness  had  it  not  been  for  their 
silent,  devoted,  self-sacrificing  mothers. 
The  hand  that  rocks  the  cradle  holds  the 
destiny  of  the  nation. 

“Salutations  of  the  Presbyterian  Board 
of  Home  Missions,”  by  C.  L.  Thompson, 
D.D.,  secretary,  were  extended  with  mirth- 
provoking  gravity.  He  had  been  brought 
up  in  Wisconsin,  and  the  Congregational 


and  Presbyterian  churches  there  were  so 
much  alike  that  Prof.  Blaisdell  had  coined 
the  name  “Presbygation.”  He  hoped  they 
would  not  be  offended  if  he  told  them  that 
the  Presbyterians  had  been  in  the  field 
twenty-five  years  before  them.  He  traced 
four  columns  moving  from  New  England 
— one  to  the  Western  Reserve,  where  anti- 
slavery sentiments  prevailed'  another  to 
the  Territory  of  the  Northwest;  a third  to 
Kentucky  and  the  South,  who  were  found 
by  the  “boys  in  blue”  on  the  mountains, 
their  allies  in  the  war  against  slavery ; and 
the  fourth  to  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Illinois.  From  these  came  the 
Presbyterian  Board. 

William  Hayes  Ward,  D.D.,  editor  of 
The  Independent , spoke  on  “The  Debt  of 
Home  Missions  to  Church  Building.” 
This  society  had  housed  the  Home  Mis- 
sions. Rev.  Nehemiah  Boynton,  D.D.,  of 
Detroit,  spoke  on  “Home  Missions  and 
Sabbath  Schools.” 

The  evening  session  was  devoted  to  na- 
tional reform.  Rev.  S.  Parkes  Cadman, 
D.D.,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  discussed  the 
topic,  “The  Patriotic  Side,  or  the  Debt  of 
the  Nation  to  Home  Missions,”  and  Rev. 
W.  G.  Puddefoot  “The  Missionary  Side, 
or  the  Debt  of  the  Churches  to  the  Na- 
tion.” Here  is  the  text  of  the  first : “You 
might  as  well  try  to  tie  the  north  star  in 
your  back  yard  as  to  try  to  put  limitations 
on  a right  idea.”  The  other  took  as  a text, 
to  which  he  did  not  stick,  “The  childless 
homes  of  New  England  the  nation’s 
menace.” 

At  the  business  meeting  Thursday 
morning  Gen.  Howard  tendered  his  resig- 
nation as  president,  not  from  lack  of  in- 
terest. but  from  advancing  age.  The  Rev. 
Newell  Dwight  Hillis,  D.D.,  of  Plymouth 
Church,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  was  chosen  as 
his  successor.  “Salutations  from  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Home  Missionary  Society,”  by 
Doremus  Scudder,  D.D.,  of  Woburn;  “The 
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English  Congregationalist,”  by  Alexander 
MacKennal,  D.D.,  of  London;  “The  Re- 
formed Church  Board  of  Home  Missions,” 
by  W.  Walton  Clark,  D.D. ; “The  Baptist 
Home  Mission  Society,”  by  Dr.  T.  J.  Mor- 
gan, secretary;  “The  United  Society  of 
Christian  Endeavor,”  by  William  Shaw, 
treasurer;  “American  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions,”  hy  S.  B.  Capen,  LL.D.,  presi- 
dent, and  “American  Missionary  Associa- 
tion,” by  A.  F.  Beard,  D.D.,  secretary,  fol- 
lowed in  regular  order. 

The  afternoon  session  was  taken  up  with 
“Message  from  Cuba,”  Secretary  Wash- 
ington Choate,  of  New  York;  singing  by 
a choir  of  Cuban  girls;  “Foreign  Mis- 
sions at  Home,”  by  F.  E.  Emrich,  D.D. ; 
“Frontier  Conditions,”  by  Rev.  C.  F. 
Clapp,  Oregon;  “A  T}rpical  Field,  Okla- 
homa,” by  Superintendent  Homer  Parker, 
and  “Home  Missions  and  the  City  of  the 
Future,”  by  Rev.  Josiah  Strong,  D.D.,  of 
New  York,  president  of  the  League  for 
Social  Service.  The  last  was  a resume 
of  what  he  has  given  in  our  National  Re- 
form Conventions.  The  others  gave  us  a 
picture  of  the  needs  of  the  churchless 
masses  in  the  States  and  Territories,  the 
West  Indies,  the  Sandwich  and  Philippine 
islands.  The  last  evening  was  taken  up 
with  addresses  by  Rev.  Joseph  H. 
Twichell,  of  Hartford,  Conn. ; C.  E.  Jef- 
ferson, D.D.,  of  New  York  City;  Alexan- 
der McKenzie,  D.D.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

In  the  West  there  are  cornfields  stretch- 
ing to  the  horizon  in  every  direction. 
There  are  divisions  and  fences  and  differ- 
ent owners.  But  the  corn  is  higher  than 
the  fences  and  hides  them.  We  want  to 
produce  such  crops  of  spiritual  grain  that 
the  fences  of  denominational  lines  shall  be 
hidden.  They  will  still  be  there,  but  lost 
from  view.  May  we  be  allowed  to  add : 
When  all  come  up  to  the  high  plain  of 
the  Covenanter  Church  there  will  be  no 
divisions.  They  will  all  be  one  as  the 


Father  and  Son  are  one.  “That  they  may 
be  one  in  us.” 

J.  M.  Foster. 

Boston,  Mass. 

EFFECTS  OF  THE  CHINESE  OUT- 
BREAK. 

First  of  all  there  is  the  effect  on  the 
native  Christians.  It  has  been  computed 
that  some  40,000  native  Christians  have 
altogether  been  massacred.  But  figures, 
however  large,  fail  utterly  to  convey  to  the 
mind  a conception  of  the  sufferings  they 
were  called  upon  to  endure.  Some  day  we 
shall  learn  more  than  we  know  at  present 
of  what  it  has  cost  our  Chinese  brothers 
and  sisters  to  follow  Christ.  Some  were 
forced  to  recant,  and  then  were  saddled 
and  bridled  like  horses  and  made  to  crawl 
with  “heathen  on  their  backs  to  a temple 
and  be  presented  as  trophies  before  the 
idols.”  Happier,  indeed,  was  the  lot  of 
those,  the  great  majority,  who  stood  firm 
and  died.  Now,  throughout  at  least  two 
large  provinces,  where  a few  months  ago 
considerable  numbers  of  Christians  pro- 
fessed their  faith  in  the  Saviour  and  met 
for  worship  without  fear  of  disturbance, 
the  whole  community  of  these  Christians 
has  been  either  destroyed  or  dispersed,  and 
their  places  of  worship  and  their  houses 
looted  and  burnt  to  the  ground.  And  not 
only  so,  but  in  the  other  interior  provinces 
the  native  Christians  have  been  bereft  for 
the  present  of  the  foreign  friends  who 
brought  to  them  the  knowledge  of  Christ 
and  on  whom  they  leaned  for  counsel  and 
strength.  In  other  words,  the  first  and 
chief  effect  of  the  outbreak  is  that  it  has 
proved  a tremendous  trial  to  Christ’s 
Church  in  China.  We  are  not  afraid  for 
the  issue.  On  the  contrary,  we  shall  look 
to  find  the  Church  stronger  for  this 
shaking.  But  we  plead  earnestly  for  prayer 
in  their  behalf,  that  while  they  suffer  for 
the  Kingdom,  our  God  may  fulfill  in  them 
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all  the  good  pleasure  of  His  goodness,  and 
the  work  of  faith  with  power. 

The  second  effect  which  claims  our  no- 
tice is  the  terrible  reduction  that  has  been 
made  in  the  ranks  of  the  missionary  army 
in  China.  We  have  not  seen  any  returns 
of  loss  of  life  incurred  by  the  Roman 
Catholic  Missions ; it  must  have  been  very 
considerable  in  Manchuria  and  in  Shan-si. 
The  list  of  Protestant  missionaries  whose 
witness  for  Christ  has  been  sealed  by  their 
blood,  including  their  children,  whose  suf- 
ferings have  added  the  most  bitter  ingre- 
dient in  the  cup  of  their  affliction,  makes 
the  total  killed  of  Protestant  missionaries 
to  be  125,  namely,  94  adults  and  31  chil- 
dren. 

“The  missionaries  were  attacked  and 
murdered.  Their  schools  and  churches 
were  burned.  Some  had  been  warned  and 
were  already  on  the  road.  They  were  at- 
tacked and  their  goods  stolen  from  them 
to  the  last  garment.  Some  of  them  were 
killed  with  swords,  some  beaten  to  death 
with  clubs.  They  wrere  stripped  of  their 
clothes  and  compelled  to  walk  for  days  in 
the  blazing  sun  of  midsummer  with  no 
covering  for  the  head  or  for  the  upper  part 
of  the  body.  The  villagers  sometimes  re- 
fused them  food  and  drink.  When  they 
took  refuge  with  a mandarin  and  de- 
manded protection,  they  were  herded  in  a 
dark  and  filthy  prison  like  the  worst  of 
criminals.  Thus  on  the  blood-stained 
tracks  leading  out  of  Ho-nan  and  Shan-si 
they  struggled  along  and  died.  Protestant 
and  Catholic,  men,  women  and  children.” 

The  mere  fact  that  there  were  as  many 
as  40,000  native  Christians  in  China  to 
murder  will  come  to  most  Europeans  as  a 
surprise ; their  heroic  sufferings  will  show 
what  the  “cowardly”  Chinaman  can  be- 
come when  he  is  a Christian  convert ; 
whilst  the  heartrending  catalogue  of  mur- 
dered European  missionaries  will  demon- 
strate to  the  Church  at  home  the  urgent 
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need  for  men  and  women  of  the  right  kind 
to  fill  the  blanks  where  the  martyrs  have 
fallen,  and  to  reap  the  harvests  which  will 
spring  from  their  blood. — Life  and  Work. 

AFTER  THE  STORM  IN  CHINA. 

In  all  ages  and  in  all  lands  there  have 
been  men  who,  following  in  the  footsteps 
of  Christ,  have  given  up  their  lives  to  the 
sword,  and  we  call  them  blessed.  Our 
murdered  brothers  and  sisters  in  China 
have  joined  the  noble  army  of  martyrs,  and 
have  taken  a place  side  by  side  with  the 
thousands  who  have  died  for  the  truth  and 
the  world.  Shall  we  not  call  them  blessed  ? 
To  have  had  a share  in  a work  that  can 
produce  such  moral  and  spiritual  heroes 
as  the  Church  in  China  can  boast  in  these 
days  should  be  a cause  of  unfeigned  grati- 
tude and  deep  joy. 

In  looking  back  on  the  past  year  I see 
much  to  inspire  thankfulness  and  hope. 
Think  of  God's  goodness  to  us  in  Central 
China.  Though  all  the  ladies  and  chil- 
dren, and  some  of  the  gentlemen,  had  to 
leave  for  Shanghai  or  Japan  or  home,  a 
goodly  number  of  us  were  able  to  stick  to 
our  posts.  Scares  among  the  people  were 
many,  and  evil  rumors  filled  the  air  for 
many  weeks,  but  our  converts  and  our- 
selves were  wonderfully  preserved  in  the 
midst  of  all  the  excitement.  The  presence 
of  the  missionaries  was  a great  blessing  to 
the  converts.  It  was  the  means  of  keeping 
them  together,  of  comforting  and  strength- 
ening them,  and  preserving  them  from 
dire  persecution. 

And  now  ail  the  missionaries,  or  nearly 
all,  are  back  at  their  respective  stations, 
and  everything  is  putting  on  its  wonted 
aspect.  The  storm  has  passed  off  in  a way 
that  has  surprised  most  of  us,  and  a great 
calm  has  followed.  The  people  were  never 
quieter  or  more  respectful  than  they  are 
now.  * * * 

Let  me  call  your  attention  for  a moment 
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to  the  splendid  proofs  of  their  sincerity 
which  the  converts  have  given  in  the  midst 
of  the  recent  persecutions  and  trials. 
Thousands  upon  thousands  of  converts,  in 
different  parts  of  the  empire,  have  suffered 
the  loss  of  all  things  rather  than  deny  the 
faith ; and  thousands  have  faced  death  in 
its  most  cruel  forms  rather  than  deny  the 
Lord  who  bought  them.  * * * 

As  the  result  of  this  fiery  trial  we  have 
in  China  to-day  a purer,  stronger,  nobler 
Church  than  we  had  before;  we  have  a 
Church  of  which  we  may  well  be  proud, 
and  of  which  we  are  proud.  I don’t  know 
how  you  feel,  but  I can  say  in  all  sincerity 
that  to  my  eyes  the  Church  of  China  has 
come  out  of  this  burning  fiery  furnace,  not 
only  not  consumed,  but  transfigui’ed  and 
glorified.  My  faith  in  it  is  stronger  than 
it  ever  was  before,  and  my  love  for  it  is 
deeper.  With  such  a Church  behind  us  I 
feel  that  I can  face  the  heathenism  of 
China  with  a stouter  heart  and  a more 
hopeful  spirit  than  ever  before. 

“Be  of  good  comfort,  Master  Ridley, 
and  play  the  man,”  said  Hugh  Latimer, 
when  a lighted  fagot  was  brought  and 
laid  at  Ridley’s  feet;  “we  shall  this  day 
light  such  a candle,  by  God’s  grace,  in 
England,  as  I trust  shall  never  be  put 
out.”  That  is  what  the  native  Christians 
did  in  China  last  year  by  their  patience, 
fidelity  and  fortitude  in  the  hour  of  trial. 
They  lit  such  a candle  by  God’s  grace  as 
shall  never  be  put  out.  Think  of  the  won- 
derful way  God  has  raised  up  men  to  guard 
the  interests  of  the  missionaries  and  of  the 
Christian  converts  during  this  terrible 
crisis.  The  command  had  gone  forth  to 
massacre  all  foreigners  and  to  annihilate 
the  Church,  and  but  for  such  men  as  Liu 
Tvunyi.  Chang  Chih-tung  and  Iuan  Fang 
it  is  almost  certain  that  all  the  mission- 
aries in  the  interior  and  all  the  converts 
throughout  the  empire  would  have  per- 


ished. Just  as  Cyrus  was  an  instrument 
employed  by  God  in  the  execution  of  His 
gracious  purposes  toward  Israel,  so  these 
friendly  officials  have  been  instruments 
employed  by  Him  in  the  execution  of  His 
gracious  purposes  toward  His  Church  in 
China.  This  has  been  a cause  of  deep 
gratitude  to  me,  as  I have  been  reflecting 
on  the  past,  and  a source  of  great  joy  as  I 
have  been  trying  to  peer  into  the  future. 

I do  not  take  a discouraging  view  of  the 
present,  neither  do  I take  a gloomy  view  of 
the  future ; but  the  very  reverse.  In  the 
years  to  come  we  shall  look  back  upon  the 
year  1000  as  the  most  terrible  in  the  an- 
nals of  the  Christian  Church  in  this  land; 
and  we  shall  look  back  upon  it,  too,  as  the 
most  pregnant  with  blessing.  I believe 
that  all  that  has  transpired  will  be  made 
conducive  to  the  best  interests  of  China 
and  the  Church  in  China.  We  are  on  the 
eve  of  a new  day — a brighter  day  than  the 
people  of  China  have  ever  known ; but  it  is 
my  conviction  that  the  cataclysm  of  last 
year  was  absolutely  needed  in  order  to 
clear  the  way  for  the  new  day.  There  was 
a needs  be  for  it,  and  the  day  will  come 
when  we  shall  thank  God  for  it.  The  new 
China  will  be  a very  different  one  from 
the  old.  It  will  be  all  athirst  for  Western 
lore  and  Western  methods.  There  will  be 
a full  and  complete  opening  of  the  em- 
pire to  foreign  intercourse ; mines  will  be 
opened,  and,  to  use  the  language  of  H.  E. 
Chang  Chih-tung,  railways  will  interlace 
the  empire  like  spider  webs;  and  above 
all,  the  hitherto  closed  doors  will  be 
thrown  open  to  the  gospel,  the  hearts  of 
the  people  will  be  better  prepared  than 
ever  for  the  reception  of  the  truth  as  it  is 
in  Jesus,  and  the  demand  for  Christian 
literature  will  continue  to  grow  as  the 
years  roll  on. 

—Dr.  Griffith  John  in  The 
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— When  this  number  of  Olive  Trees 
reaches  its  readers,  the  Synod  of  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Church  will  be  in 
session  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  There  should 
be  importunate  prayers  for  ministers  and 
elders  that  they  may  be  guided  and  gov- 
erned in  all  their  deliberations  by  the  Holy 
Spirit.  Matters  of  far-reaching  impor- 
tance will  demand  the  attention  of  the 
Court,  and  should  receive  sane  discussion. 
In  connection  with  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Sabbath  will  probably  come 
up  the  decision  to  open  the  gates  of  the 
Pan-American  Exposition  at  Buffalo  on 
the  Lord's  Day.  Though  there  is  only  one 
side  to  that  question,  there  will  be  many 
opinions  as  to  the  best  way  of  bringing  the 
influence  of  the  Synod  (o  bear  on  the  direc- 
tors of  that  enterprise.  Hence  the  need  of 
special  wisdom  to  direct  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  to  judicious  action. 

In  the  discussion  of  national  reform  in 
all  its  bearings,  home  and  foreign  missions 
and  other  living  issues,  there  should  be  a 
calm  and  deliberate  weighing  of  facts, 
and,  as  all  men  cannot  think  alike,  a 
kindly  expression  of  differing  views,  but 
no  manifestation  of  an  unbrotherly  spirit. 
Wounds  cannot  be  healed,  nor  wrongs 
righted,  by  singing  the  133cl  Psalm  at  the 
adjournment. 

If  this  meeting  of  Synod  is  to  be  a 
blessing  to  the  Church  and  for  the  glory 
of  God,  ministers  and  elders  must  see 
“Jesus  in  the  midst”  and  hear  His  voice, 
saying,  “Peace  be  unto  you” ; “Receive  ye 
the  Holy  Ghost.” 

— The  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Super- 
intendents of  the  Theological  Seminary  a 
month  ago  must  have  been  a very  pleasant 
and  profitable  gathering.  The  minister 
of  Second  New  York,  who  was  there, 


speaks  of  having  been  more  than  repaid 
for  a journey  to  Alleghany.  Both  the 
oral  and  written  examinations  of  the  stu- 
dents indicated  close  attention  to  the 
studies  of  the  session,  while  the  discourses 
were  models  of  clear  thinking  and  im- 
pressive presentation  of  gospel  truth. 
There  was  something  peculiarly  attractive 
in  the  intercourse  of  professors  and  stu- 
dents. The  atmosphere  of  all  the  meet- 
ings was  so  healthy  and  invigorating  that 
the  superintendents  must  have  gone  home 
stronger  and  more  fully  equipped  for  their 
own  work. 

— Very  slow  progress  is  being  made  to- 
ward the  settlement  of  the  Chinese  ques- 
tion. Early  in  May  it  was  reported  from 
Pekin  that  the  foreign  ministers  had  de- 
manded an  indemnity  of  about  $325,000,- 
000,  and  it  was  expected  that  the  Chinese 
Government  would  agree  to  pay  that 
amount.  As  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
money  is  to  be  raised  for  that  purpose, 
there  is  a wide  difference  of  opinion. 
Chinese  officials  have  been  in  correspond- 
ence with  the  representatives  of  the 
Powers,  but  no  decision  seems  to  have  been 
reached  on  that  subject.  It  is  thought 
likely  that  the  Powers  will  assent  to  an  in- 
crease in  the  customs  tariff  “in  return 
for  concessions  on  the  part  of  China  in 
the  shape  of  a total  abolition  of  the 
likin’’  or  provincial  transit  duties, 
“the  placing  of  import  duties  on  a gold 
basis,  really  free  navigation  of  Chinese 
waters  and  the  removal  of  impediments  to 
navigation  and  the  tax  at  Woosung.”  The 
plenipotentiaries,  however,  were  “unable 
to  agree  as  to  the  desirability  of  opening 
the  whole  empire  to  trade  and  residence, 
some  of  them  holding  that  it  would  be 
asking  China  to  assume  too  great  respon: 
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sibility,  and  that  under  the  present  sys- 
tem of  government  it  would  be  impossible 
to  guarantee  the  safety  of  the  numerous 
foreigners  who  would  flock  into  the  in- 
terior if  the  empire  were  entirely  opened.” 

After  the  indemnity  question  has  been 
settled  the  foreign  troops  will  be  with- 
drawn, except  a force  of  12,500  men, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  military  com- 
manders, will  be  amply  sufficient,  with  the 
fleets  at  Taku  and  Shanghai,  to  enforce 
the  claim. 

— The  superintendent  of  the  Mission 
El-Eman  is  still  mourning  over  the  clos- 
ing of  his  work  among  the  Syrians.  Some 
who  were  identified  with  the  Mission  still 
retain  their  connection  with  the  church 
of  which  he  is  minister,  but  others  have 
had  to  leave  the  city.  Letters  from  them, 
though  written  in  broken  English,  at  once 
express  their  feelings  in  the  matter  and  re- 
veal their  character.  One,  when  asked 
whether  he  wished  a certificate  to  some 
church  nearer  his  present  home,  replied  at 
once : “It  is  the  duty  of  every  member  of 
any  church  to  attend  the  meetings  and 
help  in  the  things  which  it  needs.  As 
I am  now  far  from  your  church,  I became  a 
member  of  the  Reformed  Church,  Gutten- 
berg,  N.  J.,  on  Easter  Sabbath.  I am  very 
thankful  for  your  kindness  toward  me,  in 
remembering  your  son  in  the  Lord.  * * * 
About  vour  sentence,  T hope  you  will  not 
go  back  to  the  world,’  I say  T will  never 
go  back  to  the  thing  which  I have  promised 
to  quit.’  ” Another,  now  living  in  West- 
ern Pennsylvania,  wrote : “My  pen  is  too 
weak  of  expression  of  the  grief  of  my 
heart  for  breaking  our  prayer  meeting  at 
New  York,  and  especially  I lost  the  hear- 
ing your  sweet  spiritual  words  by  preach- 
ing and  teaching,  and  the  good  lessons  and 
advices  that  were  very  effectual  and  lovely 
to  me,  which  I will  never  forget.  I must 
submit  to  the  will  of  God,  because  we 


know  that  all  things  work  together  for 
good  to  them  that  love  Him.” 

— The  following  notices  deserve  a place 
in  the  history  of  the  Church,  and  Olive 
Trees  regrets  having  failed,  through  an 
oversight  or  falling  aside  of  the  letters,  to 
publish  them  sooner : 

A son,  whose  name  is  not  given,  was 
born  to  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Wm.  McCarroll,  on 
Sabbath,  Feb.  3,  1901,  at  Geelong,  Aus- 
tralia, and  on  Friday,  March  29,  1901, 
Mary  Letitia,  daughter  of  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
C.  A.  Dodds,  was  born  at  Latakia,  Syria. 

— About  a month  ago  Olive  Trees  re- 
ceived for  the  Foreign  Missions  $10  from 
the  students  of  the  Theological  Seminary, 
Alleghany,  Pa. ; $19.50  from  a friend  in 
West  Hebron,  N.  Y.,  and  $25  from  the 
Sabbath  school  of  the  Second  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church,  Boston,  Mass.,  the 
first  installment  of  a fifty-dollar  pledge 
toward  the  support  of  a native  teacher  in 
Syria.  Miss  Maben  has  also  sent  $3.50 
from  the  Syria  Boys’  Mission  Band  of 
Baltimore,  Md.,  for  schools  in  Mersina. 

— Since  last  report  Olive  Trees  has 
received,  for  the  Young  Woman’s  fund 
toward  the  support  of  a missionary,  the 
following  payment  for  1901 : 

Mrs.  Annie  Chase,  Cornwallis,  N.  S., 
$5.20. 

There  has  also  been  received  one  sub- 
scription toward  the  salary  of  pastors’  mis- 
sionary for  1901 : 

Rev.  B.  M.  Sharp,  McKeesport,  Pa., 

$20. 

— Olive  Trees  is  indebted  to  Rev.  R. 
C.  Allen,  B.A.,  for  a little  pamphlet  on 
Fundamental  Principles  in  Civil  Govern- 
ment, Applied  by  the  Covenanter.  You 
can  buv  it  for  5 cents.  Address  the 
author,  Grove  City,  Pa. 
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Post  Office  Addresses  of  Foreign  flissionaries. 

REV.  JAMES  S.  STEWART.. Latakia,  Syria. 

REV.  C.  A.  DODDS 

JAMES  M.  BALPH,  ESQ.,  M.  D 

MISS  MATTIE  R.  WYLIE* 

MISS  MAGGIE  B.  EDGAR 

MISS  WILLIA  A.  DODDS 

REV.  J.  BOGGS  DODDS Suadia,  via  Antioch,  Syria. 

MISS  META  CUNNINGHAM 

REV.  R.  J.  DODDS Mersina,  Asia  Minor. 

MISS  EVADNA  M.  STERRETT 

MISS  LIZZIE  McNAUGHTON...., 

REV.  HENRY  EASSON Larnaca,  Cyprus. 

W.  M.  MOORE,  ESQ.,  M.  D 

REV.  A.  I.  ROBBf Tak  Hing  Chau,  via  Canton,  China.  . 


* On  furlough,  address  New  Galilee,  Pa.  f On  furlough,  address  Denison,  Kan. 
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Trimmed  Millinery  Dept. 

a superb  collection  of  TRIMMED  ROUND 

HATS,  TOQUES  and  TURBANS' from  their 
own  workrooms  at  VERY  MODERATE  PRICES, 

also  a large  variety  of  -IMPORTED  MODELS 
in  new  and  exclusive  designs  ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 


...UNTRIMMED  HATS... 

The  largest  and  best  selected  stock  in  New  York. 
All  the  latest  and  best  shapes  in  LACE  and 
SATIN  BRAIDS,  TUSCANS,  NEAPOLITANS, 
SAILORS,  ETC. 


FINE  FLOWERS,  FEATHERS, 

RIBBONS  AND  ORNAMENTS 

...LOWEST  PRICES... 


Sixth  Avenue,  20th  to  21st  St.,  New  York 


